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nd ſent.to him with the Letter that follows, written 


Pl 


by the fame Prieſt, to a Roman Biſhop, to deſire 
the Bifſhop- of Winton, to give him his Tude- 
ment of at, and the matter contained in it. 
My Lord, 


TW Am comforted by your Lordſoips deſire of a Copic of thoſe Pa- 
|| pers I ſent you 3; becauſe I take that for a ſure Argument of 
ME. your Approbarion of them. Would your Lordſhip would haye 

been likewiſe pleaſed to ſend mae your Judgment of that other 


 whichT left with you ( my laſt Letter to Ferns-l mean) ' wherein T ſaid 


what I thought was true , and became me to ſay to a Man that deſired my Judg- 
ment. Iintend to ſay more, and eyen:to deſcend+e particulars, if he give 
me occaſion by any an{wer of his, tothe Heads of that Letter; which | 
I ſtill expe. And ſuch a fair occaſion T heartily defire to declare my Conſcience « 

I muſt confeſs your Lordſhips Argument, which you were pleaſed 
{ome three years {ince, 'to give me in writing againſt Tranſubſtantiation, 
made me ſtydy with,. more carneſtneſs , and coolneſs , and indiffe- 
rency, not only that; *bur all other points alſo, than I had perhaps 
before in all my Life. The effect of which upon my Soul is, That I 
think, the Roman Churches Anathematizing other Churches on the ſole Account 
of the late controverted Doftrines, connot be excuſed from rending the Catholick, 
Church of Chriſt. Beſides that I cannot deny That ſeveral of her Definitions 
ſeem to me to be'falſe, and without ſufficient ground either in Scripture or Tra1i= 
tion. And yetafter all I cangor befatisfied, nor convincd, that I am 


bound to renounce her Communion, What ever I think either of the 


AY Low- 
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etter to the Biſhop of Winton. 


wed 


Lawfelneſs, or tye of Conſcience on me to approve the Communion of the Church - 
of England, in order to ſuch as truly underſtand where all the ſtrels 
lies, and the true and full Grounds of both ſides. Of this I am certain 
| ( as-far as T can remember, ) it hath b:en the Fulgment of the Eighth General 
Council, That no Pretence of Hereſy warrants Ifferiors to quit the Commu- 
nion of their Charch , or SubjeCtion to their even Eeclefiaſtical Superiors, wn- 
#ill by a de courſe they be convinced and declared to be Hereticks, or Schiſma- 
ticks, or Qutlaws. Whence it muſt follow, that I may art leaſt re- 
main Conſcientiouſly in that. Communion , Wherein T am per{waded 
there are ſome greivous Errors taught.. But on the other {ide it doth 
not follow that the Church of England is, or was guilty of the Schiſm 
She broke no Communion with, nor owed any Swbjetion to the Church 
of Rome.” Thoſe that were. of her Communion, and owned her 7uriſ- 
dition, When the Reformation began under King Edward, and was re- 
ftored or continued under Queen Elizabeth, and yet broke looſe from 
Ner upon ſuch frivolous pretences as are and were thoſe of her diſſenting Chit- 
dren the Puritans ( to ſay nothing of the Separatifts )) ought to be con- 
cerned in that Canon of the aforeſaid Council , it they did care for any 
Canons Or Councils. | | 

But I treſpaſs, my Lord, on your Parience,by dilating farther than is 
neceſſary on ſuch a Subje&t. Ir remains that I craye your Blefling, 
and kiſs your hands with all Veneration. | 


Tandon, this 14th. of 
July. 1676. 


My Lord 


Your Lordſhips 


eycr Deyoted Seryant.. 
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| Written by a Regular Prieſt 
. OF THE 
CHURCH of ROME, 
To the Biſhop of FERNS in IRELAND» 
By way of Apology for DoGlor Sall the Feſuit's leav- 


ing the Communion of the Church of Rome , and 
Joyning himfelf im Communion with the Church of 
. England. 


STR, 


He utmoſt I meant by the Zweries in my laſt, was to Iet you-- 
FF. underſtandthatT have a better opinion. of the Church of Eng- 


MM. 7/ard, then you {cemto have; particularly asto her Do&Etrine- 
of Repentance, Miniſtry of Reconciliation , Power .of Holy. Orders , and 
Chriſtian Preaching of good Life. But ſo 1 haye much a greater Vene- 
ration for the Greek Churches in general then Bellamiz had ; if his own: 
Works tell us truly what his inward: Sentiments were. And there- 
fore I hope, rhat upon due refleftion- you- will not- think thoſe few: 
Series of mine, ſhould cither-{trike pou. into amazement , as you. 
lay they did, or ſomuch as:give you - the leaſt «cauſe ro fear. Bur 
concerning them, to explain my {elf alittle more: fully ,. ſince you-- 
deſire I ſhould ; be pleaſed to obſerve two things , although bur ſucks - 
Ng 2s are-but ouly -a part- of my-- more general and remote 
grounds. | 

The Firſt is, that I hold it an obligation of Conſcience on me, nei-- 
ther on the one fide to maintain ( for believe cannot if I-would ack v 
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lo fain ) any principles, or pradtices, which according to the inward con- 
vicion of my own proper Soul appear to me- erroxrous and wicked : 
nor on the other hand , to condemn any of thoſe , either Dodrines or 
Rites, or Powers, Which after full examination of them and of all 
objections brought againſt them, do neyertheleſs to my underſtand- 
ing, appear {till very Orthodox, Lanfid, and Firm. r 
"The Second is, thatTam far enough from approving that known 
Dolefull Fall Rule in our Canon Law, ui dubitat de fide infidelis eft, if taken in rhe 
P'S: *55 commonSencc, in which our Canonifts and Theologians make uſe of it. 
We know that they extend it to the: caſe of doubting of any one 
Tenet, Whartlocyer, pradiicall or ſpeculative, defined in the Roman Church, 
Jet the caute. of fuch doubting appear to-be neyer ſo great. Which 
Sence and DoQtrine of theirs, -I, for my part, hold to be very falle, 
and very unreaſonable, and very improbable too, asto any intrin- 
ſlick probabilay in it. Nor can T imagine, how ſuch men contd, in 
point of Reaſon, go about to unhinge either a Chriſtian Heretick, or 
an Antichriſtian Few, or a Mahometan, or even a Heathen Idolater.., from 
the principles of rhe falſe Religion in which any of them were educated. 
Amongſt all Religions in the World there are People as firmly ad- 
acring to the principles of each Religion , as any Roman Catholick, does 
to his own , for. ought we know. to the contrary: and if ſuch firm 
Adherers will return to a Roman Miſſionary but his own foreſaid Rule, 
when firſt he attacks him, where will he be then-2 But if this be nor 
to explain my ielf or my erties {ufficiently, ar leaſt ſo far, as tofree 
you from amazement and drive away your fear ; you ſhall have 
farther fatisfaction, when Iknow wherein you delirc it : Thope you 
need not any. 


Of your Book againſt Dr. Sall, your-Friend in former times, and 
no Enemy to you ar preſent, tho he has left the Communion of our 
Church.z T cannor but acknowledge, that Tthink verily ,, it argues a 
great Zeal in you, tor the truth ; and great charity for *the Soul of 
that Gentleman : that the method you take, and Spirit you expres 1n 
it, are the moſt. proper and powerfull can be, to per{wade the Peo- 
ple of Ireland.to an abhorrency of his Example : and therefore Ido 
not wonder at Mr. Stapleton's converſion, DOT of it; tho F 

mult rc you withall, there are ſome, and thoſe not a few paſſages 
in that Book, which many learned men of our own Communion Will 
not allow. 

Tadd thateven to my {elf it appears not alittle ſtrange , - that-upon 
the ſole account of Mr. Sal*s having embraced the Communion..of 
the Church,of England, you repreſent him-as gone over unto the Rua- 
kers,. and not to them. only, -bur to all other,both ancient and _—_— 

.-.- 0 
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Seats of Heretichs. Certainly 'yeu are nor ignorant -thar- the Church if 
Enplandhath from the 'very beginning of her Reformation emder Queer 
Elizabeth received rhe firf? four Generall-Crnncils even by Adtof Parlia- 
ment ; and Withall incorporated into her Liturgy the three ancfert Ca- 
tholick Creeds, camely , cnc Apoſtolical , Nicenc and Athanafian © nor 
haye'you forgetten that, befides her Canons of Dilcipline , She harh. 
her xXxXix Articls of Religion, whereof ar leaſt many are withour . 
contradiction Orthodox, and lome the very chief it-not only Finda- 
mentals of all Orthodoxy. Then Reaſon tells you, that She condemns 
all, and every of.thole impious Sets, whether old crnew , which 
are cither explicitely or implicitely:-condemned by any Articles, Canons. . 
Creeds. or Conncills own'd' by Her. Behold the cauſe wherefore I think. 
your Repreſcntation of rhat Chureb, or :Communion into which Mr. 
Fall is now gone very {ſtrange indeed z. e. as unlike as eyer PiQture 

was drawn. *Tistrue, I cannot exactly tell, nor will take the pains 
to enumerate how many thoſe impious Seds are , 'that are fo con- - 
demancd by the Chnrch/'of England: bur I dare affirw, they are fo ma- 
ny as'will leaye but very few, if any, remainingafter them, in your 
largeſt:Catalogue of 'Hereticks, truly fuch ; . and I can aſſure you, She 
is not ſo profuſe of her Commrmon as to beſtow 'it on any whom She 
knows to be of tkem. She requires of all ſuch , (if not Abjuration ) 
ar leaſt Retra@ation and Repentance, and Sne requires from all hex own 
native Sons much more from Proſtites that are or would be of the 
Clergy, or graduated in cither of her Univerſities , a Sulſcription to all. - 
her Articles, Canons, and Liturgie, and by conſequence to all the three 
Creeds, and four Corncils above mentiened. So as without it She ad- _ - 
mits none to any Sacertotall Order, or Office , or to any  Miiftry of Re- 
conciliation either by th2 Word, or by the Sacraments , or to any Acade-- 
mical Degree whatioever. All which, Ithink, may ſufficiently eyince. 

ar inſtead of repreſenting truly ( as you ſhould in anſwer to your + 
'Dtth Qwery *) that Communion or Soxicty into which your friend is Fone - * Dolefull Fail * 
you have ſtrangely miſrepreſented it. = | or & XV1.pag. 
Nor can your Simile of the Arke be to your purpoſe, unle$ perad- ©” 

yenture you can ruine firſt alFthe commen Doctrines of our own 

Schools-that concern this matter. See our own Claſicall Authors, where 

they teach us the immediate Kale .of humane accations, the nature 

and ctiedts as well of invincible adherency to Error , as of invincible 

1gnorance of Truth, how either may excuſe both Incredality and Hereſie 

trom Sin: how the former- may- lometimes poſteſs even the moſt 

learned and moſt holy, as well Nations Churches as ſingle Perſons ; the 

diſtinction between' materiall and formal Hereticks , the conſiſtency of 

holding internal Communion with the Cath:lick Church , and not holding 

any external Communicn With Her, but being {entent'ally., cftcQually- 


- 
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and juſtly roo ſometimes,cxcluded from it. When you can overthrow 
all the aſſertions and conſequences maniteſtly derivable ' from the aſſerti- 
ons of our own Schools , upon theſe heads; then, and not before, you 
may with reaſon make ule of that Simile of Noah's Arke to your pur- 
ole. 4, 
, How difficult , or rather how unſuccesfull and infuperable, this 
Task muſt be to any undertaker ( be his Learning and Zeal neyer fo 
oreat ) you may guels by a {cantlet of ir, tanquam ex ungue honem. He 
muſt proyec, That we juſtly af againſt the ſirongeſt convitions and moſt 
immediate pradicall Diates of our own Conſcience ; That we. Sin to 
Death, where we haye neither knowledge of any Law forbidding 
our aCtion, nor thoughts of any Evil in it, nor haye liberty of Fill ro 
refrain it, or do otherwiſe ; That invincible Ignorance of the poſitive, 
( and not only of the natural) Laws of God can expe no merc 
from God ; "That conſequently even the moſt perfe&t and holy Souls 
fallen, howcycr unayoidably or :invincibly, into the leaſt humane Er- 
ro-, Concerning any matter of Divine Belirf or Chriſtian Religion, are at 
the ſame time fallen from all ſaving Faith, and all {anCtifying Grace ; 
and wholy deyeſted of all other,(it yet they be other) infuſed Theologs- 
call habits of hope and love of God z And the diftinCtion of Herefe into 
matcriall and formall is vain z and the ſuppoſition of internall Gommunion 
With the Sairts to remain in ſome caſes., notwithſtanding all externall 
Communion With the Church be utterly quitted, or denied and loſt , is 
falſe ; And thoſe' African and Cappadocian Churches in the days of Pope 
Stephen, and thoſe Afiaticks in thetime of Pope Yi&or, were truely and 
ſimply ( 5. e. both materially, , and formally ) Her:tickg; and their 
cheif Leaders, Viz. The Holy Cyprian, the Great Firmilian , and the 
more Ancient Policrates, however of glorious memory with us , were 
by themſelves no leſs utterly cut off from all interiour Communion with 
the inviſible Church, than it was mightily indeavour'd by Stephen ay 
Viftor, to cut them off from all exterior , with the viſible; and ſo thoſe 
oreat Fathers of the Chriſtian World, in their Generations, above four- - 
tcen hundred years ſince, were nevertheleſs themſelves till defth bur 
falſe Chriftians, and mcer Infidels in cftect. All thele pofuions , and as 
many more as difficult, partly antecedent, and partly conſecuent un- 
to them , when you ſhall have demonſtrated againſt our own 
Schools , then and not before, apply the Arke. Certainly it isbeyond 
a Para/ox, becaule in eftect a pure contradidtion z, that.any ſhould be 
within the inviſible Church , and at the fame time be, or dye, or 
live, or fly out of the mnfticall Arke : For this Arke of Chrift ( typified 
by Noah's ) and that Church of Saints , and the interna! Communion of 
the one and ſpirituall Salvation of .the other, are-the yery lame 
-things under different names. Ac 
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And yet obſerve , thart all this while I diſpute not your latent Swp- 
poſition, rramely, that:the Church of Rome makes up the whole of that 
Myſtical Ark,; or -( which is the ſame thing, ) the whole of that one 
Holy Catholick and che Church, into Which we are baptiz:d, and 
which we believe. To diſpute a S»ppoſition , "Which whether gran- 
red as trxe, or denied” as falſe, would be cqually excentrick to my pur- 
poſe, were needleſly to create both you and ny {elf new trouble. 
What I would be at is quite another thing. 


* 


T would convince of Sin your application of the 4r;, to the Church 
of England, whatever in the mean time we {uppole rhe Church of 
Rome to be: and ſurely to do this, can be no hard matter now. For 
if che laſt p:afical diffate of our own proper Conſcience be the imme- 
diate Rxle of our Aftions; and to att againſt that, be no leſs then 
co Sin againſt God : if invincible prepoſſeſſion of Soul, as well by what- 
ſocver Errors in matters of Faith, as by pure Iznorance of ſuch matters, 
may excuſe from Sin, and expect Mercy at laſt: it not only a few 
fingle Perſons , and not only the Ilkterate and Vizious , but the moſt 
Learned Holy Mens, and together with. them very op and National 
and conſpicuous and Catholick, Churches remaining ſtill in the Myſtical 
Ark, haye been de fao under ſuch invincible prepoſleſtions, by ſtrong 
Errors; and have contended for them to Death againſt other Churches 
no leſs numerous and Catholick, chat oppos'd them : and conſequently 
it the diſtin&tion of Hereſie or Hereticks into mater:a!l and formall be nor 
without ground ; and the ſuppoſition of interior Communication With 
the Inviſible Church to remain in ſome contingencies after all exterior 
- with the Viſible is utterly loſt, be not without reaſon : or if the known 
Dofirines both of our own Schools and Church, upon thoſe heads, can- 
not be proyed falſe, nor the contrary poſttion true: and wirthal! 
it God alone be the Searcher of Hearts, and diſcerner of thoughts, and 
the Seer of Invincibleneſs whether of Error or Ignorance in the: Soul ; 
and the Seperator of Erring Catholicks, from Hereticks truly ſuch, as of 
Sheep from Goats; and the Surveyor of them, who in the Language 
of the Apoſtle are Fudeti in abſcondito , ſecret Commaunicants at the irt- 
vitible Table of the Saints in the militant Church; and the knower 
of thoſe he has predeftinared to live for ever in the triumphant, then 
certainly your application of the Ark,to the Chwrch of England is con- 
vinced of Sin. | 

Ir is, if ever yet there was, a violation, and a yiolation too 
in the higheſ} nature imaginable of that Commandment of our Lord, 
Nolite judicare: it iS, in a matter of the greateſt importance <con- 
ceiyable, the moſt temerarious, peremptory, cruell Judgment , that 
could be giyen by Mortal Man of oo, Morrals: it excludes for eyer, 
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as well SecunJum preſentem as Secundum futuram juſtittam all the Church 
of England univerially both Priefts and People out of the Myſtical 4rk of 
Chriſt. And fo without any remor{* or regret., Iam ſure without 
any {ufficient examination of their cauſe, without any allowance to. 
the invincible prepoſiethons- of their minds , without any regard of 
their particular mcrits or. demerits,. your application of the Ark of 
God utterly. razetl? out of the Bock, of Life , fo many Millions of 
Chriſtian Sonls,- Who have fince.the beginning of the Reformation died 
and ſhall hereafter ayc in the Church of England While She conrinucs: 
It looks upon them all promiſcuoutly as Veſſels of Wrath, that is, it ſup- 
poſes, nay,it either direCtly,or at leaſt indireAly and conſequenrially, 
firſt pronounces them all, every one pertinacious Hercticks , mecr 
Reprobates, men of {cared Conlciences in the whole courſe of. their 
Lite, and of unrepcarant thoughts at the hour of their Deaths, and 
perfectly ſtript of all Grace, and Faith, and Hope, and Love, and Favour 

of God in Lite and Death. . | 
And then for their comfort afterwards in the other World ; it con- 
demns them all ( without exception or diſcrimination ) to a deluge of 
Fire, and the torments of Hell, and life of Devils for a long Eternity. 
The ſame very juſt and very charitable regard it has for {ſo many 
hundred Millions alſo of other Chriſtians, who have thele Boo years 
paſt in other parts of the Earth, as well died as lived out of the exter- 
nal Communion of Rome ; and yet were none of thoſe Sefs you 
name, nor( for ought you or I know ) of any orher 7:3 properly 
and truly {uch. And all this without ground in Seriptzre, or warrant 
from Tradition, or {ernblance- from Reaſon, .or even countenance from 
the Authority cither of our own Ch:rch or Schools, unlels we allow 
them to ſpeak and act contradiCtorily in their own ſpecial high Ton- 
cerns. Your application rh:refore is convincd of Sin , if the moſt 
unchriſtian rigor of zxcharitableneſs and injuſtice to other Men , where- 
of the raſkeit and moſt ungrounded, and moſt forbidden Judgment is 
capable, be nor cither a Vertue, or at leaft an indifterent thing. Be- 
{ides it 15 yet convinc'd of Sin , upon a much higher account, then 
thar of being 7»jzrious to Man in any degree whatſoever. Tt is even a 
ſacrilegious ufurpation of the peculiar Rights of God himiſelf. For ſince 
you cannot deny that (bef1des other Arguments ) our own Schools and 
Church do abundantly. warrant us, that there is no general Revelation 
for it,cither in the written or unwritten Word; and fince you pre- 
zend not to any fecial Revelation from Heayen, or any ſpecial Priyi- 
ledge above other Men, to enter into the SanQtuary of God , and to 
affiſt at the Councils of the. Trinity: nothing can be more plain then 
that by it ( 7. e. ) by a judgment fo peremprory, abſolute and uncon- 
ditional in {uch a matter, as yours of the Church of England is , 0 
aye . 
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have invaded , and not only invaded bur actually uſurped an Offce | 
peculiar to the omniſcient God alone; you have placed your felt 4/- 


ſeſſor with him on his Throne of J«4icature, and which is yet more 
tranſcendently bold, you have pronounced Sentence before He has 


_ «opened his Mouth : than which it any Attempt of a mortal Man a- 


oainſt the immortal God of Glory can be more Sacrilegious, be your 
{elf the Judge. And whether it be not in a very extraordinary man- 
ner an imiration of that either mortal Creature or immortal Spirit. 
who laid-in his cleyation of pride, Aſcendam ſuper altitudinem nubizm, 16, 11, 144 
ſedebo in monte Teſtamenti , in Lateribus Acuilonis ; in calum conſcendam ;, 
ſuper aſtra Dei exaltabo ſolium meum; ſimilis ero Altiſſimo ; I will not deter- 
mine, bur leave this alſo to your own recolletted thoughts. 
Such are my thoughts of that Judgment of yours , ſuch my Con- 
vition of the {infulnels of it, and {uch the Concluſions I would be at 
by the Premiſes of this Diſcourle as properly derivable from them, 
and ſuitable to this place. All ſevere cnou 4 I confeſs, bur no more 
ſevere then juſt : They enter nor into the Cloſets of your Conſcience ; 
they pretend not to ſee what 18 inviſible in your Sol; they touch not 
Your interior at all; they know nor what the method or meaſure Was of 
your inward information by that Judgment , before you gave it in 
writing ; they are wholly ignorant whether cyer you had any re- 
flection upon, or any doubt, or thought, or ſ{cruple, or fear of any 
#nlawfulneſs in it; or it you have had any ſuch apprebenſions , whether 
you were not quickly diſpoſleſt of them by ſtronger fancies, ( 5.e. ) by 
arguments that appeard to you unan{werable ; in a word, ( and if 
[ may yenture to {peak in the language of the Schools, ) they cenſure 
not that Judgment of yours ſubjedively oben (4. e.) as it informs its own 
proper Subject, your underſtanding ; but obje&vely, or as it is an obje& 
of yours and mine, and cvery other underſtanding, that reflets up- 
on 1t 1n your Book , and meaſures it by the Law and Teſtimony, bur 
not by your muſapprehenſtons or inadyertencyes of cither. And God 
forbid I ſhould mean otherwiſe ! I am ſure I do not: and I hope 
you will not think me fo either unreafonable or forgetful, asto judge 
of your znteriour farther than you expreſs it z when art the ſame time, 
and only on the {ame or like account , I quarrel with you, andrake 
{o much pains to perſwade you, that God alone and not you, or any 
mortal ought to judge rhe interior of others. 


Having ſo explained my elf, I ſhall now with the more confidence 
mind you of St. Auſtin's judgment in the main Debate concerning 
thoſe 1n general who are not to be accounted Hereticke. For your o0- 
ther latent Suppoſition of the Chxrch of England's being Heretical becauſe 
of her maintaining ſeyeral Doctrines againſt the Roman Catbolick, Faich 
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Epiſtle 162. T take tobe the only ground of your applying that Smile of. the 4rk, 
it is pate 7 t© Her, by. a. Judgment fo unlawfull. Let us therefore ſee now, 
pl 7-5 lay whether you and St. Auſtin agree upon this ground. . I: is-in the very 
Dominis di- beginning of his tamous Epiſtle ro all the Donatift Biſhops. he declares 


teQiflimis & his Judgment in theſe Words. Dixit quidem Apoſtolus Paulus, Hereticum 
merito przdt- j,, 


Candi Frarri. Pomunem poſt unam” correptionem devita , ſeiens cuta ſubuerſus eft ejuſmoli, & 
bus, Glorio , P*<cat, © eff a ſemet ipſo damnatus : ſed qui ſententiam ſuam quamvis falſum 
Eleufio,Fxlici, 4tqute perverſam nulla pertinaci animoſitate defendunt preſertim quam non audacia 
Grammatico, preſumptionis ſue peprrerunt 5 au. -cuerunt. autem cota. ſollicitu1ine veritatem., 
pe nag ne rnwg corrigi parati, cum.inven-rint,, nequa;uam. ſunt inter Herettcos d:putanii. So 
hoe eranin he. in Theſi: and {o you in Hpotbefi muſt have this great Luminary 
eſt. Auguſt, Of the Latin Church your great Antagoniſt. Bur I hope you will be 
better adviſed then.to contend with his. A#thority , Whateyer you do 

againſt my Reafon. | 
Howeyer it will be no cauſe of deſpondency , if on peruſal of theſe 
| lines you paule a little, and enfranchile your {elf a while (tho but for 
*Sed 4 ſeduis ſome few minutes ) from the tyranny of ſirreign Sentiments, and then 
rin Laſts pp COnfule-your own native Thoughts, and then demand of your own 
remibs acce. Inward man whether is likelyeſt to proceed from God , the pious 
peut. Moderatien of the moſt eminent holy Dofors of the Chriſtian World in 
the primtiveAges ? or the fiery Zeal of the 1gnorant Bigots and other 
intereſted men in the much later and worler Ages of the Church? or 
which is the fateſt or moſt becoming a Man of your quality: and 
years.ro follow? Bur it at the ſame time , you relolve to follow the 
Voice that ſhall anſwer you from within ;. there will be cauſe enough 
for me to change my uncertain hope to more certain expedtation. For 
beſides, that you know alrcady , that the prelent Church of England's 
Proteſlors now living, have not boldly or preſumpruouſly ( or indced 
any way at all) invented of themſelves, bur only received from their 
duced Parents thoſe opnuions which they defend againſt the preſent 
Church of Rome, you Will then conſider, how poſlible it is, that the 
ignorance of Truth 1n ſome, and the adherence to Frro in others of 
them, may be {uch in very deed as to be imincible by any induſtry 
of theirs; and: that as well theſe, as _ may defend their falſe opini- 
ons Without any pertinacious animoſity ; and may enquire after the 
truch with all wary ſollicitude; and may: with all due preparation of 
Mind, and reſignation of Will, and fervency of Deſire, be reſolved 
ro embrace the Truth, and ſubmit their Errors to the correction of 
ir, whenſoever-rhey ſhall find'ir. You will conſider alſo that , for 
ought any mortal man does, or can withour ſpecial Reyelation know, 


all rhis not only may be ſo, but is ſoalready , with many thouſands 
and ren thouſands of the Church of England. 


LS Be- 
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1. Becauſe what would make it be fo; and without which it would 
be otherwiſe with them, are thoſe infuſed ſupernatural Habits of ſandt- 
fring Grace, and Faith, and Hope, and Charity, wherewith tncy Were 
clothed by the Spirit of God at the Sacred Font of Baptiſm : and befides 
there are thoſe other Graces of Chrift , which in rclation to thoſe habi- 
txall and permanent ones are called atxall and trayfient, but in reterence 
ro the Will either efficacious Or ſufficient. . Now it is Without. conrra- 
diction, that all ſuch Heavenly Gifts of cither ſort, habizzall or au! 
are purc inward Spiritzal forms aftefting the Sol-only, and therefore 
inviſible to-any other bur God. And conſequently 1t is-plain that as 
well their non-exiſtence , or not being in the Souls of any Sons or 
Davghters- of-the Church of England ; as their exiſtence, or being in either | 
of them, cannot fall under the knowledge of any creature , without 
{pecial Revelation from the all ſeeing Creator himlelt.. 

2. Becauſe all thole divine both habizual and anal Qualifications 
of the Soul are compatible with all ſuch Errors eyen in matters of 
Chriſtian Faith, as are not culpable to them or ( which is the lame thing ) 
vincible-by them, 'or by any diligence they can uſe who fall into then1- 
Otherwiſe what ſhould we fay is become of fo many of the bleſſed pri- 
mitive Fathers,of Eternal Memory,whereoi (ome were Rebaptizers with 
Cyprian, others Drartadecimans With Policrates, and others Chiliaſfts with 
Titi the Martyr and Papias-? What of ſo many other Eminent Holy 
Catholick, Do&ors, Who, in the Succeſhon of following ages, maintained 
other Opinions, and*both lived and died in them , which are now 
condemned by us > and above all what ſoul! we, or what can we 
an{wer to thole men, who to maintain the contrary Doctrine, 
would have us frame uno' our {elyes their affrightning Ideas of a 
n_ Tyrant-God , as ihe proper repreſentative of the only true 

od. 

All this you will then conſider when you reſolve to obey the 
Voice, that anſwers you from within: and out of all, you will then - 
conclude what unavoidably follows, ( viz. ) that in order, at leaſt 
to the inviſ.ble Church, or internal Communion of-Saints , - and. for ought 
you, or any other mortal man does know, or can know withour 
ſpecial Reyeclation ; there are many Thouſands , and ten Thouſands, 
it not Millions of the Church of England, that are not to be reputed He- 
reticks : and this Conviction of your Soul you will openly declare, 
as becomes your Candor and Conſcience: for with the-heart man believes Rome x. x, - 
into Righteouſneſs, and.with the mouth confeſſion is made unto Salvation-, as 
the Apoſtle lays, tho upon another Subject :- and fo at laſt you will 
perfetly agree with St. Aſtin in his old Theſis, and wholy quit your 
own contrary new Hypotheſis. Nor will you hold this change of 
Judgment any-diſparagement to you. Iinſts defnitio ſalubriter dior 

venda . 
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22 q- 4.Cap. wenda eft, nec ea reputanda eſt prevaratio, ſed temeritatis emendatio : ſo fay 
Defmt1o., , if ft i '1 of Fliberi And allo 
Conelt *-.- Fi: OUl Papa Canons Out O 1 1C ancient-COUnc) OI EDEN. a men 
ber, cap, 1, aY that St. Auſtin himteif appears no where fo great and glorious, as 

in his two Books of Retratiations, Which he writ laſt of all his Works 
and in the-end of his days, when he was much about your Age. 


But while my Fancies flatter me with ExpeCation of your follow- 
ing henceforth in theſe matters ( as you do already follow in many 
others ) the dofirine and exawmpl? of the bleſſed Biſhop of Hippo, be plea- 
fed to take {peciall notice that I touch not here the external Tulicatory 
of the Chxrch. hat 1s not my Bulineſs in this Letter. And you 
might ſec all along, 1 have ſpoken of Hereticks in relation only to the 
udgment of $04, and inviſible Church, and puniſhments in the other 
Life, To ſpeak of them in this ſenſe ( which is the proper ſenſe, 
. according to the Schools definitions of Herefie ) was it, that , a confuta- 
tion of your Hypotheſis and Simile muſt haye required. - Beſides I con- 


ſidered that whom God ſees not to be Hereticks; it is no Decree , no }_ 


Canon 3 NO Condemnation, nor Anathema maranatha pronounced again{t 
them by the Chxrch that can make them fſtmply or truly Hereticks. 
They may indeed be made ſecundum quid or preſumptively ſuch 'by 
Her ; they may upon mecroutward preſumption of the inward thing, 
have the name of Hereticks given them by the Church in order to their 
puniſhment in this hte , either by her Cenſ#res or by the Civil Ma- 
giitrares Sword. And She may do lo to them without any injuſtice , 
if She proceed againſt them fairly according to the rules of Reaſon 
and her own ancient univerſal Canons. Tho after all diligence uſec 
by her, She may be deceived 1n matter of Fa&, and accordingly de- 
termine; for ſo ſay our own Scholaſfticks, and Bellarmin Anglt them : 
and {o {aid all mortal mcn, before the new hereſie of the latter 7e- 
*in their prin- ſ##its ſprung up in the Colledge of Clermont, * which ( delignedly to 
ted Theſis, 12 Maintain that Bull of Alexander the 7th. whereby the five condemned 
Decem. 1662. Propoſitions Were declared to be in Auguſtinus Janſeny ) attributed the 
very ſame Ifallibil.ty , even in matters of Fad to the Pope , that Jeſus 
Chrift had when he was upon Earth. It we take Bellarmin's word or 
proof, She has already been thus deceiv'd : She has about a thou- 
{and years {ince, at Conſtantinople, by the Sixth and Seventh of her Oe- 
camenical Repreſentatives , erroneouſly condemned Pope Honorius for a 
MonotheliteHeretick, andanathemarizd his memory ; and they groun- 
ded their ſentence on clear Miſtakes, not of matters Inviſible to them, 
ſuch as the inward qualifications of the mind of Honorizs were, but of 
matters properly ſubject to their Cognizance,ſuch as rhe onward protet- 
{1ons or declarations of his Soul and Sentiments, under his ewn hand- 
Writing in a Letter tothe Patriark of Conflantinopk,nauſt needs have _ 
| eLNCcr 
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Whether She may not, by the like Occumenical Repreſentat ives , Err, 
as well in defining Dodrines to be heretical, as in judging Perſons to be 
Hereticks ? whether She has not ge fadto err'd fo in ſuch a Repreſcura- 
tive at Ariminum under the Emreror Conſftantius , When Liberins Was 
Biſhop of Rome > whether ſhe has nor again erred fo, in latter rimes, 


either in the Councils of Conſtance and Baſill, under Martin and Emgenius, 
- or in the 5th. of Lateran under Leo xth 2 For they - contradifted one - 


another in their Definitions of a moſt important matter of Faith; or at 
leaſt, waich both ſides held to be of Faith : and to come yet nearcr 
home; whether She has cycr yer, by any of all her Sywds truly 
Oecumenical, condemned thole DoGrines or any of them whichthe pre- 


{ent Church of England holds for an Article of Religion; and the Chnrch of 
Rome anathematizes2 would be worth the while to con{ider in this - 
place, were it. of any Concern to the former diſcourſe. Bur it is - 


not : there is neither propoſition nor ſuppoſition 1n my whole diſcourſe 


againſt your Hipotbeſis, but abſtracts as well from the Fallibility as - 


Infallabiliry of the Catholick Church, cither when ſhe judges cry Perſons, 


or condemns any Doftrines, and as well alſo from the preſent Churc> 


of England's not being yet condemned by any Occuments.:) Synod , truly 
{o,called, or from her being already condemr<d by ſuch a Synod : 
(0 that the only medium running through every part of this Dilcourſe, 


and conncQing all the parts of it togethet, 1s wholy unconcerned for 
It 1n any an{wer whatloever that may be given by cither fide, to tne_ 


above 2zeries or to any of them ; which 1s the reaſon, I give you 
no farther trouble now by conſidering them more particularly. 


Only by occaſion of the 12ſt of them, give me leave to tell you, - 
tharthe general and perpecuall Pha of the Church of England in defence 


of her ſelf, and thoſe L'odtrines of hers, which (tho not as hers or 
under her narme, were condemned as H-retica!! by the preſent Church 
of Rome, (4. e. ) by Leothe xth. and Council of Treat, and fulins, Pau- 
Jus, and Pits, &c.) leems neither {o ungrounded in point of natural rea- 
ſon, nor lo unwarranted by the Catholic, Carmns , nor fo unprelidented 


in the primitive ages of Chriſtian Religra among the beſt Men and 


Churches, as not to delerye more exatt reflections , and a ſtricter en- - 


quiry into the heads and merits of it then, I can perceive by your writ- 
ings, has been made by you 1n all your lite. 

She pleads the incompetency of thoſe Zudges, the illegality of their 
Tribunals, the nullity of their 7zriſdifions, at leaſt in order ro her. 

Againſt the Pope ſhe alledges, that being a party, and the 
very cheif accuſed party, he nevertheicis made himſelf - Fudge 
In. his own beloved cauſe, as he ha: indeod in all other 
chele {ix hundred years, That were he - indifferent in the caule 


3 
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as it is manifeſt he was not , yer neither divine nor hu- 
man Right had made him an authoritative Fudge ro bind 
her. That to ſpeak. preciſely; de jure Divina All Biſhops 


-* Scethe Goſpel Matth. 18. ver. 


19. and John 20. yer. 21. 22. 
23. and the F athers, ViZ, 9t Cy- 
prian , Origen, Hilary, Gaudentius, 
brixianus, Auguſtin, Hierom, Am- 


broſe, Leo, Theephylad, Euthy mitts, 


Bede; St. Thomas in his Catena 


Aurea, Lyra, Concil. Lemovic. apud 


Baron. T'om. X1. Annal. adannum 


1934. Num. Xl. ſub ann. 1544- 


Ubi de ſex mcd. reformat. All of 


them on the metaphor of the 
Keys. Math. 16. 

Read the 630. Fathers of Chal- 
cedon, in their 28th' Canon, Where 
they cxpreſly {ay the Roman See 
had irs Privileges from the 
Fathers, quo4 urbs illa imperaret, 
and therefore, (and in purſu- 
ance alſo of a former Canon 
made in the Second General Coun- 
ci], do equal in all Priviledges 
{ excepting only that of Prece- 


dence ) the See of Conſtantinople 


tO It ; ſince Conſtantinople 1s no 
le honourd with the Imperial 
Seat and Senat. | 
Conlult Anaſtss.Bibicothec.Panlus 
and Diaconus Edit. vet. Where 
they allo expreſly tell ic was 
Phocas the Tyrant, that made the 
Biſhop of Rome Occumenical. 


X Conc. Epheſ. 1 Ad. Sept. Seſs. en 
Decreto &0C. 

V14. Binniwn Tom. 2. pag. 424- 
425. 426. Edit. Pariſ. anno 1030. 


and Churches of the Earth are coordinate, * and 


Reggium & Rochieſter equal to Rome-: tho* de nk 
humano by all humane right derivable , cither 
from the Canons of the Catholick Church or Laws 
of the Civet power, the Britannick, Churches parti- 
cularly have from the beginning allo been free, 
always exempt from the authority of any fo- 
reign Church or Biſhop. Thatthe 'only humane 
Conſtitution, tho? not an Ecclefiaſticall but a 
meer Cz one {ceming for the Biſhop of Rome, 
namely that Novell of Valentinianthe third, obtain- 
ed by Leo magnus to 1nwower the Roman Biſhop to 
give Law to all the Churches within the Princes 
part of the Roman Empire, could never take effect 
or place in Great Brittain; becaule this Ifland 
was not then de faGo, nor any more de jere, 
{ubje&t to the Empire , but enfranchisd from ir 
by the Law of Arms and Nations: tho had the 
Novell been obeyed fome few years, in Great 
Brittain, ( asfor ought may be known'from Re- 
cords , or Hiſtorie , or otherwiſe, it neyer was 
ſo much as for one hour, or in any one in- 
ſtance , yet 1200 years effuxed ſince muſt be a 
fair time to preſcribe againſt it, or any other hu- 
mane Conſtitution. "That whatever the In- 
croachments of the Biſhop of Rome in latter Ages 
on the Britannick Chance , or the-Connivance 
of ſome of their Prin:es at thoſe Incroach- 
ments has been at-{everal times ſince the Norman 
Conqueſt , yer the ancient Monuments of Brittain 
and the * ancient Canon at Fpheſis, (tho* made 
by the occaſion only of a complaint exhibired 
bythe Cyprian Biſhops againſt the Antiochian Pa- 
triark ) and the Anſwer of the 'Briztjh Clergie 
to Auſtin the Monk, and the ſucceſs of Wifrids 
Appeals to Rome under the Saxon Kings, and fo 
many ſevere Laws of Proviſors and Prenmenire, 
enacted by thoſe very Roman-Catholick Princes of 
the Norman Race, that conniv'd moſt of any, 


ſome times at tae Popez are maniteſt -Proots., that as neither Britaus nor Saxons, 
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nor laſt of all the Normans inhabiting Greas Brittain did ever allow of 
any of his pretences to Divine Right ; ſo they neyer did lutter any of 
his Uſurpations to preicribe the leaft hnmane Right of Superiority 
oyer them. | 

That to alledge the Canon of Sardice for Appeals to him can eyince 
nothing againſt the Britannick, Churches, *tis granted, that the Occidental 
Fathers remaining at Sardica, ( after the departure of the Orientals to 
Philippopolis ) did at the inſtance of Hoſius give tothe Biſhop of Rome ( 10 


far as mn them lay ) the authority .and privilege of receiving the | 


Appeals of Biſhops, tho' nor thoſe of ' inferior Clerks: but it is not 
granted that there was one Brittiſh Biſhop among thoſe Occidentals , 
or that cver that Cann was received cither in Britain particularly, 
or generally among other Catholick, Churches : to the contrary there 
are many things known. Thole Sardican Fathers after the Renr, 
WCre no more Oecumenical Or General but at the beſt a Regional Synod. 
They were not in all an hundred, notwithſtanding the vulgar Er- 
ror {ays otherwite; and which is more to the purpole, they were fo 
far from being regarded that they were extreamly flighted by the 
reſt of the World. As for the Canon of Appeals made by them it was 
looked upon generally , as an Introduction of Tyrannical Power 
and Wordly Pride into the- Church : the Orientals ſcorn'd it. 
the Southern Churches (4. e. ) their Repreſontatives even 217 Africa 
Biſhops, Whereot St. Auſtin was one, did by a moſt ſingular Example 
to Poſterity, both {everely conteſt and utterly reject it ; Pope Zoſimus 
himlelf durſt not father ir on Sardica , but 1imposd it on Nicea ; the 
truly general Synod of Epheſus under Theodofius the younger , which 
was held not long after that Sardicay, eſtabliſht, in effe&t;a Canon very 
contrary to it; namely , that Canm, cr Decree Which concerns all 
Churches that had not beenor:ginally under any of the great Patri- 
arks : and the Conteſt of the Britzns themſelyes with Arultin the 
Monk, which happened rwo hundred years after both that Coun- 
cil of Sardica, and tinis other of Epb:ſis plainly ſhews they were nor 
concerned in it : and the Biſhops ſucceeding ever ſince in their Sees, 
ſucceed alſo in their freedom from it. Tho! had it been ar firſt both 
canonical eſtabliſhed by a General Conncil truly ſuch, and received by 
the Britains, and never after by a contrary Cann repealrd , or by a 


_ contrary Cuſtom or diſuſe ceafed, or by any Abule forfeited ; yet 


every man {ces it extends not to the making of new, or aboliſhing of 
old Canons, or to the naming of Biſhops, or giving of Benefic:s, or fum- 
moning or diſlolving of Cozncils, or declaring, who are, and who 
are not Hereticks, or to any other Caule or Privilege, but only that 
of receiving the Appeals of' Biſhops, and to that neither when the Laws 
of the {fupream Civil power do forbid it. hs | 
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That certainly therefore King Henry the Eighth by his Laws againſt 
the Pope, did not caſt out of his Dominions any. J#viſdiction, Right; or 
Authority, warranted either by the Canons of. the Catholick Church, or 
by any other Laws of God or Man ; but only thoſe uncanonica] 
and illegal, and intolerable Uſurpations of. the Pope, under Which:the 
Britannick Churches did {o often groan befofe. 

And that although it be acknowledged, that to remedy thote op- 
preſſing Evils, ro throw them out at once, and ſhut them our for 
ever; that magnanimous King did take indeed a+ more effetual 
{ſpeedy courſe by. one. Statute only, than all his Predeceſſors had - done 
by fo great a varicty of ſevere Laws ; yet withal it is no lels truly 
averrd that in this. great Afair, he was not- byaſt nor ſwayed at 
all, cither by hisown private Inclination, or by any of the Kefo;med 
Religion. He was in himſelf a long-time, both wholly and ſtrongly 
averſe from it: And no Refarmer had power with him, but:every one 
of them were mortally. hated by him. "The two Univerſities and 
three Eſtates of Parliament, and the Reverend Houles of Convocation, 
and conſequently. all the Biſhops and Arch-Biſhops of England, beſides 
thoſe other - Authors and Approvers of the Oath of Supremacy, . were 
They, whoſe Judgment, Advice, Authority, Prayer did perſuade 
him throughly at laſt: And they were all of them Roman Catholick, 
Profeſſors, and the Prince himſelf, as great a Zealot of that: Religion 
and as great an Enemy to the Proteftant Reformation, till he breathed his 
laſt, as any of Them could be. Nor ſurely can the Contrivers and 
EnaCtors of the Six Bloody Articles againſt the Reformers, be thought 
to have had.cither leſs Zeal for the 014 Belief and Rites of Rowe, or 
lef averſion from the Nem of the preſent Church of England ; and yer 
they were the chief Enadters allo of that other Law, which put a 
final period, eyer. {ince, to.all Uſurpations of the Pope in England. 


Againſt the Coxncil of Trent ſhe objxterh that it was neither Oecu- 
menical, nor Occidental nor Free. 


| Nc& Otcumenical. Becauſe it had no Repreſentatives, but of one 
only of the Five grand Pairiarkſhips : and in lome of her Seſſions, very 
few out of that one. As for Example : in the very frſt Seſſion but 
five and twenty Prelates ; 1n the ſecond and third but three and forty. Perſons ; 
and in the fourth ( altho? for the Conſequence of ir, the moſt mate- 
rial of all the Seſſions of that Comncil, ) not above threeſcore in the whole 

of all forts.. For eyen this ſo ſmall a number of Ecclefiaſticks, Who at 

the - Popes pleaſure took upon them both to repreſent and conclude 
the Militant Church of Chriſt whereſoever diffuſed throughout the four 
Quarters of the World, were not all of them Biſhops: Among them 
were at leaſt Two Cardinals, not ſo much as Ordained Prieſts, and 
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Three Abbots of the Congregation of Caſſina, and the Forr Generals of 
the Four Mendicant Orders; and yet neither Abbots nor Generals had 
Deciſive Voices, 1o that in the very Fourth Seſſion they were but Three 
and Fifty who had deciftye Votes. (7:z.) Five Cardinals, and Eight an 
Forty Biſhops : the reſt had only deliberative voices. 

Not Occidental. Firſt, Becauſe there was no admittance in it of the 
Biſhops or Repreſentatives of ſeveral intire Kingdoms of the Occidental 
Church, to yote, or deliberate, or fit as Members ; but only to ſtand 
in.the quality of -Criminals at the Bar, and to receiye their Sentence 
from an adverſe pre-occupated Party. And this was contrary cyen 
ro the former late Proceedings in the Council of Florence it (elf, under 
Pope Exgenius IV. In this Floren!ine Council compoled of Greeks and 
Latins, it is well known, that notwithſtanding their former great, 
and long, and fatal Schiſm; and that untill that very mecting at 
Fhrence, they _ one another in their Books with above: forty 
Herefies, and Yearly Anathematiz'd one another, yet without any 
previous Recantation ot Abſolution of either {ide, they fat together on 
equal terns in the ſame Church ( which was the Auguſtinians Church 
in Florence) and conſulted and voted, and concluded equally as 
Members of that Council. 

Seconil;, Becauſe of the Severe Bull of Paw! the Third, which 
( contrary to all Reaſon, and Law, and Precedents alſo of - all 
| former Comncils, and only through fear of ſeeing his own Court- 
Party born down by a greater number of others, ) commanded 
under pain of Suſpenſion ipſo fa, that no Biſhop of Chriſtendom 
ſhould on any pretence appear by ProGor in it, For in Profecution 
of this Tyrannical and Fraudulent Bwl, ſent in great Secrecy by 
him to the Legats preſiding in his Name at Trent ; all the very moſt 
Legal and Canonical Roman Catholick Repreſentatives of all the 
Churches of Poland, Germany and Kingdom of Naples, or ( which isthe 
fame thing) ail the Prodors of all their Biſpops, ( and by conſequent 
of well nigh one entire moiety of the Occidental or Latin Church 
werc by thoſe Legates efteQtually excluded, and nor only during the 
Life of that Pope, and of Falinus the Third alſo, that ſucceeded him), 
bur uncill, at leaſt, rhe ftecond Renovation of that Cozmcil under Pius 
the Fourth were utterly denyed admittance to it, or vote in itz and 
yet in four only of thole ten Seſſions of it held under Par] the Third, 
there were threeſcore and eight Definitions or Canons of Faith in ſo ma- 
ny .dA1tind Anathematifims, agreed upon and made and publiſhed; 
beſides their other Cannos of Reformation, and none of either fort of Ce- 
ons Were {uffered -by either of thoſe other rwo ſucceeding Popes, 
who Governed that Council, Jaliz or Pixs, to be debated or diſcuſt 
anew, or called in-queſtion at all, cen the *Conncil came to Ne . 

2 lirthe— 
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 lictle fuller, and the . Proffers of ſome abſent Biſhops were admirted,” 


—— 


tho the number of Biſhops that defined them or any of them, under: 
Paw.the T hird, did never, at any time, exceed Threeſcore, a *number. 
leſs by Forty, than that of thoſe Biſhops of the Kingdom of Naples 
only, whoſe Proctors, together with all other ProCctors of Biſhops ,. 
were, excludcd, cyen all along, from the Year 1545. when the 
Conncil fixft began, untill at leaſt 1562. the Jaſt before ir ended. 

3. Becauie 11 it the Ttalick Nation alone concluded all che Nations 
of Europe , (I might fay of the World) whether preſent or abſent; 
And this allo was againſt another Precedent of the Florentin Council, 
and again{t the true primary intrinfick end of all Cozncils. Beſides 
it Was diamctrically oppoſite to the former courſe obſerv*d in thoſe 
very great and famous Occidenta! Synods of Baſil and Conſtance : for 
in them every Nation aflembled by it ſelf, and in {uch rheir national 
mectinos apart, refolyed according to the number of Voices. But 
when all the Nations met together Conciliarly, the General Deciſion Was- 
eſtabliſhr not by the ſuffrage of particular Me, bur by the plurality 
of the Voices of the Nations. | wn, 

Not Free. Becaule all the Members of it , to a man , were {worn 
Vaſals to the Pope, by the ſtrifteſt Oath of fidelity that could be drawn. 
by Pen. And = proponentibus Legatis , and the continual directions 
by the Mail, andthe number of T:yzlars, and Penſioners, and cyen 
Renozncers , hurried on a {udden. from the Court to the Corncil, and 
the Arch=Biſhop of Oibanto, with his torty ſure Seconds, and the 
place it ſelf of Trent, {o much at rhe devotion of Rome; and many 
other, both fine Devices, and frightning Menaces, of the Pope, and of 
his Legates preſiding in the Comncil , might be added, were it neceſſa- 
ry. But after that Oath once mentioned there needs no mere be aid. 
Ir is not only an Oath that has been unknown to all Chriſtian Biſhops 
and Churches, for a whole thouland years from Chrift downwards ; 
nor only an Oath that is repugnant to the duty of every good Subjed? 
on Earth, who is ſubje& to any other Prince , or State beſides the 
Pope; but an Oath that tyrannizes over all freedom of Religion, Rea- 
{on, Conſcience ; an Oath that betrays all the Chriſtian Churches of the 
World to the lordly Will of one {mgle man : but therefore an Oath 
{o neccilary to the Pipe, that being defired to diſpence in it, with the 
Members of the Corncil, or at leaſt ». to ſuſpend the obligation of it 
during the Seſions ; he expreſly refuſed to do either. : Os 

So that to a {edate Conftderer , at leaſt of all other Things and 
Circumſtances together with that Oath, 1t muſt appear, thatfince the 
iccond Evb:{ne Council ( that Latrocinium Or Synodus predatoria , as 1t is 
commonly called ) wherein the good Patriarch Flavianus was woun- 
ded, imprifon'd ,, and fetterd ; and the whole Caiholick, Party . 
through 
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through tear of the hke bloody violence forced to iub{cribe Ertjchi- 
aniſme, there has never - been held within the bounds of the Latin 
Chnrch any which on the leaſt tolerable ground might challenge the 
name of Oecamenical , that was {o far in all reſpects, from being 
free, as the Council of Trent was. The forementioned Council of 
Florence, under Exgenius 1v. and the other at Lyons under Gregory the X- 
were the only Councils held within that Time and Tract; which 
rogether with the Repreſentatives of the Latin Chnrch had true Mem- 
bers, Proxies and Legates from the Oriental and other Patriarchatl 
Churches of the Greek Communion , {irting in them; aud theretore 
allo were the only Councils held within that Time and Tract, 
which on the leaſt tolerable ground maay challenge the name 6! 
Oecrimenical. But it is manifeſt in Hiſtory, that no Repreſentatives of 
the Greek Communion, in cither of thele rwo Corncils, were by the 
atorclaid, or any other Oath, or by any Canon Which they owned , 
Or in any other manner by any Office or Berifice, or Title, or any kind 
of Church or State preferment, bound -to obſerve the dictates of the 
Pope. "They were all of them perfcCy free in both Councils, notwith- 
ſtanding thar thoſc Popes themſelves, were perſonally preſent, Gregorz 
at Lyons, and Engenius at Florence, And though compar'd to the Latin 
Repreſentatives, they were but very tew in number ; yet in weight 
and Vote, asto all the controverted Points, they were equal to the 
whole Latin Church. In the Council of Trent we have already ſeen, 


_rwas far otherwiſe in both reſpe&s; there was neither Side, nor 


Bench, 1n it but of Men that were Bondmen to the Pope, as well by 
virtue of the foreſaid Oath of Vaſlallage made unto Him), asby reaſor: 
of their manifold dependencies on him almoſt in all things, whether 
of this World or of the other : tho? it be confeſſed there were among 
them Thole, that took to heart their bondage and labourcd all they 
durſt, to free themſelves and others from it ; but all they durſt came 
ro nothing. For at leaſt as to matter of Reformation (which if it had 
ſucceeded, was the only thing that could enfranchize them, as it 
was the only {cope aimed at by thoſe Princes and People , who preſt 
{o long and fo hard for a Comncil,) it's clear , that one {ſingle Vote 
of an hungry Ialian Paraſite, or one ſingle Suffrage of any, (whether 
leared or zealous ) Papelin Whatloeyer, aboye the preciſe number on 
the other {1de, weighed down-the Scales ; and filenced both {ides 
preſently, and left neither of them any more to {ay or do; {ſuch 
was the great Freedom , and fuch alſo was the great Equity of that 
Comncil of Trent. But ſurely neither the one nor the other was, by 
ten degrees, {o little in the Synods of Conſtance and Baſill , nor in the 
Flrentine, nor any other Synod , Whether Oeamenical , or Regiona; 
jaſtly {o called. ; Sls. | 


: Againſt 
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Againſt both Pope and Trent : She alledges that however they pre- 
tended to the ancient Rule, Nihil innovandam, ſed quod traditum_ eft obſcr- 
vandum ; they held not to it. They had neither .Scriptare nor Tra- 
dition for them in any, but againſt them in many of their Definitions, 
b. and Anathematiſms pronounced againſt her DoQrine. Then-.ſhe in- 
"8 {iſts upon the Juſtice of her Appeal. | 
het And in the firft place to attert the lawtulneſs of appealing in fuch 

a Cauſe and Caſe from the Pope alone, tho? it were luppoſed, he had 
} .otherwiſe had, by all the Laws of God and Man; a 7uriſdi#im over 
bl See Tolet in her : ſhe alledges 1. The DoQrine of the Schools againſt Bulla Cene. 
JH as Fu -% S9- 2. The Authority of the Weſtern Church 1n her Councils of Conſtance 

| pans, And Baſil, and Siena, and Piſa, home enough to the Point. 3. Both 

Or is the Cizzl and Canon Law and the Law of Reaſon too, and the ah OWn 

deternvnations, purſuant to them all ; as you may {ee art large in 

: that Epiſtle of Pope Nicholas the firſt, ro Michal the Emperour of 

"$5 4; a Conſtantinople, Which begins Propoſieramus, and * Gratian abbreyiates, 
vue, but Binnizs has at * length. 

*Concil.Tom. Then to aſſert the Lawfulneſs of Appcaling from the Pope and 

6, from pag. Trent together ; beſides the ground already laid, ſhe alledges other 

$15: 9 499+ yet no leſs convincing Arguments from more anticnt times, even the 

Poftrin and Prafice of thoſe yery. Ages and Men whom we all re- 

vere. She_preſles hard the old belief or perſuaſion of the Fall- 

i bility even of. the moſt Occamenical Synods truly ſuch , whatever the 

bw. ſubje& of their Decrees be ; T hat neither in St. A#ftin's days, nor be- 

YM fore nor. after for many Ages, the.contrary Doftrine of their Irfall;- 
Auguſtin. de bility was {o nwch as heard of. "That St. Auſtin himiclf moſt clearly 
Bapriſm. 1b. Qeclares himſelf for the former ( z. e. ) for the doftrine of their Fali- 
2: 3* bility and knows no cther. And that Whoſoever reads him De 
N Quis autem ne- Baptiſmo againſt the Donatifts muſt acknowledge this and ſomewhar 
wi rn E 5.4 #7, More than this, if aQual frequent Errors paſt of former plenary 
N open mm Councils, in the time paſt, be morethan a pure potentiality of cither. 
IN Veteris quam For his own cxpre(s words on this Subject are theſe ; Ipſaque plenaria 
"Mt Novi Teftamen- Concilia ſepe priora poſterioribus emendari, cum aliquo experimento rerum aperi- 
Wh 1 cert (th 17 quod clauſum erat , & cognoſcitur cuod latchat. And for Expoſition 
- Ferminis conti- : ©. : | : xa 
'* neri, eangue Of hi: meaning of the word Plenaria, theſc other - Plenariorum Concilio- 
[4 omnibus pofte- rum Authoritati, cue "unt ex wnverſo orbe Chriſtiano. 
ſy oribus Epiſco- 
porum literis ita preponi,ut de illa omnino dubitari CF diſceptari non poſſit,utrum, vel utrum veram refum ſit, quic- 

guid in ea ſcriptum eſſe conſtiterit. Epiſcoporum autem literas que poſt confirmatum Canonem-vel ſcripte (unt, 
vel ſcribuntur, 5. per ſermonem forte ſapientiorem , cujuslibet in ea re pernitioris, CF per aliorum Epiſcoporum 
graviorem authoritatem, dodfiorumque prudentiam tx per Concalia licere reprehendt, ſquid in eis forte a verita- 
te deviatum eft : CT iþſa Concilia, que per fingulas Regiones vel Provincias fiunt, Plenariorum Conciliorum 
authoritati, quz fiunt ex univerſo Orbe Chriſtano fine ulhs ambagibus cedere: ipiaque plenaria concilia 

(zpe priora poſterieribus emendari, cum ahquo experimento rerum aperitur quodclauſum: erat, & 
; cognoſcitur quod lat=bat z fine ail typho ſacrilege ſuperbie, ſine ulla contentione Iividg invidie , cum ſanta 
-hnmilit te, cam Pace cathalica, cum Charitate Chriſtiana, She 
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She urges next the conſequentiall early praftice of Appeals, and as 
for inſtances of it ſhe ſtrongly: urges, that there can be nothing more 
obvious in the Hiftory of the Church. For {o did St. Ignatius appeal 
from the Phocian Council , and St. Chryſoſtom from the Council of. 
Drercum, 8c. and St. Hillary from Ariminum., and Flavianus trom. 
the ſecond Epbeſine, and Athanaſfins from the Council at Tre, and Ce- 
cilian of Carthage and his Ordainers, from that African Council held at 
Carthage under Secundus Tingitanus Primate of: Namidia Which depoled- 
him and them as Traſitors. And lo did all the ſeyerall great num- 


bers of other Biſhops , who in the reſpective cauſes , and ages, went 


along with thoſe holy Men, the <heif Appellants now named : - and fo 
did they appeal , ſome of them in forma: Juris Scripti others, Via Fait# 
e& Rationis : and {ome from Regional , others from Patriarchal R and 
others from thoſe Oecumenical $ rynods themſelves, which hapned to-be 
either miſled by ignorance, or circumvented by fraud, or forced by 
power. Ando did they in the one or other way appeal , ſome of 
them to greater, others to more indifferent Councilr., and others: to 
no Corncil at all :- but either to the Prince , or to the Pope , or other 
Biſhops, and. by. then or any of them to the diffuſive Church her (elf; 
(Viz. .) when.there was no. hkelyhood, no moral poſlibility of her 
mecting together in. a juſt Repreſentative.of Her, ' ro decide the cauſe; 
or whea they ſaw thar the prevailing part, -in ſuch a. Repreſentariye, 
was not likely at all to prove Orthodox: Even as-thoſe other yer 
more early, and no leſs holy Biſhops, together with their Churches in 
the Third and Second Age, namely the African Reb aptizers with Cy- 


prian, and the Oriental Quartadecimans With Policrates ( of whom I have 


{poken before tho? upon another occaſion ). ſeeing themſelves cen- 
{ur'd,, condenaned ,. excommunicated by their fellow Biſhops of 
Now, Seuins and Viftor, rowhom they owed no Subjettion at all, 
,int 
to, other Biſhops, and full account given of themſelves and Hope that 
was in them, appeal to the Judgment-of all men whatſoeyer, able 
ro underſtand the merits of their caule,. and thereby did both unde- 
ceive other Churches and ſatisfy their own Conſcience, and contain 


their own Flocks in due obedience ; - maugre- all. the attempts of 
Rome.to the contrary. 


And ſo, ſays the Church of Raglan the has appeald Via fatti & rationis, 


both from the Pope and Council of Trent, to the diffuſive Church of 
Chriſt - whereever on Earth. She ſaw it was not fit for her to 
appeal from them Via Juris Scripti ; being She acknowledged no ſub» 
jection due from her to either of them, or both together ;. withall 
ſhe ſaw, there was no reaſon for appealing either inthe one or other 


Way,.to the Reprelentatiye Catholick, Church in a Comncil, truly Occu+ 
ED menical 


e latter-way: only-(4.e.) Via FaGti & Rations by their Lerner 


ir —— 
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menical, becaule the impothbility tor the Members of the five great Pa- 
triark-ſhips to meet together was too apparent, and therefore ſhe has 
appeald to that judgment of Diſcretion, Which all and every of all 
the Repreſentable Members of the diffuſive Church may- challenge. 
And ſhe ceaſes not to do 1o {till, eyen by as many publick declara- 


_ tions as there are by Her authority learned Books, in vindication of 


Her, and of eyery particular of Her DoCtrine ſer our in Print, from 


the beginning of the Reformation to this very time. 


And farther yet, to anſwer all prejudices in general , whether of 


 Erefie or Sebiſm , entertaind againſt Her by the leſs con{1dering party 
of Roman Catholicks, ſhe alledges fv: things more. | 


I. Thar jhe has neither been the Author, nor is the continuer of 
the Schiſm, between the Church of Rome and Her ; but-tound it made 


by Him that excommunicated and interdicted the Roman Catholicks of 


England, both Clergie and People in the Reign of Henry VIII. and lees it 
continued ever {ince by the ſucceeding Biſhops of Rome. 

e. That asto the charge of Herefie on Her , or any of her Do&Q- 
rines,-ſhe has ever profeſt to ſtand or tall, not only by the Rule of 
Canonical Scriptzere, but Authority of Unzverſal Tradition. ( 4. e. ) {ach 


Fradition- as will abide that old Teſt, whereof Vincentins Lyrinenfis - 


ſpeaks, namely ; 20d ſemper, quod whique, |» apud omnes. 
2. That notwithſtanding her greateſt ſubmithon be only to an 


Oecumentcal $ ynod truly ſo called.as to the moſt credible Witneſſes, and 
higheſt Authority ( of any. living ) upon Earth, in matters of Chriſtian 


Faith ; and notwithſtanding alſo, that her per{waſion of the Fallbi- 
lity of all Synods, how General loeyer ,- can be no firmer then it 1s: 
yet her deftre of Peace NON ihe Churches of Chriſt hath always been 
{o greatly carneſt, that geing the preſent extent of the Mahumetan Em- 
pire, While it laſteth, muſt render all expeCtarions of a true Occume- 
necal Synod vain ; She has:from the beginning ofter'd and does till 
moſt heartily offer to-put all naatters both of Herefie and Schiſm-, and 


all other diflercnces whatſoever, between- the Church of Rowe and 


Her. to a dctermination of a fnll and free Comncil of the Occidental 
Chrurch alone , and ( which muft be conſequentiall) to acquieſce there- 
in {o far at leaſt, as concerns the external Court of Man , untill a 
plenary Council or a Concilizzm Orbis Terrarum (as St. Auſtin calls it |) 

may COnvene. eds | 
4. Thar to the end neither fide, in ſuch a Council ( of the Teftern 
Church alone) may be able to fruſtrate the expeftations of all good 
men ; it has been always her defire , that the Emperor of Germany, 
and other Kings and States of Europe , diſcharge in it by themſelves 
preſent, or when abſent, by their -Great Commiſſioners of 5 
eſhon 
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feſlion the place and part of Conſtantin the Great in the Nicene Council , 
or Theodofins in the Epbeſine , or Martianus and Pulcheria , ( or thoſe ap- 
pointed by them who were ſtiled Judices Gloriofifimi ) in the Synod of 
Ghalcedon. 

5- That ſeeing the Church of Rome has continually declined this 
fair way of Tryal, and that from the beginning of the breach, there 


| has been no pollibility of any other rational way of coming to an 


ifluc : then certainly all indifterent lookers on muſt ſee , where the 
preſumption of guilt, (whether of Hereſie, or Schiſm, or both, or cither) 
lies. For among all judicious unconcerned Men , it has eyer been 
an allowed Suppoſition , that in ſuch fatal Diviſions of the Church; 
that ſide muſt be thought obnox1ous, that declines the Tryal before 
indifterent Judges. 

So much in ſhort, and much more at length, eyen in relation to 
the external Court of Man, doth the preſent GChzrch of England infiſt 
upon, as her general and perpetual plea in defence of Her {elf , and 
her Dodtrines from any ſtain, either of Herefie or Schiſm, or other 
condemnation by the Catholick Church, notwithſtanding any ſentence 
of the preſent Church of Rome, or Biſhops of that See, or Council of 
Trent to the contrary. 

But 1 forbear enlarging farther on a Subjett fo forreign to'the ſcope 
of all my former diſcourſe. For be the cauſe of Trent and Rome and 
Ergland and her Doftrines, and their condemnation of her DoCtrines 
whatever you pleaſe, in order to the external Judicatorie of man , or 
25Nble Church, and cenſures and puniſhments of thisLife : we have 
ſcen already, thar in order to the internal Judicatorie of God or inviſible 
Church, and Communion of Saints and rewards of the other Life; it 
-, for ought mortal man does know , far otherwiſe than you 

ay It is. . 


And this being evidently truce, Ihope you will pardon me, it therc- 
fore now, in the Concluſion of all, I demand of you , Why {ſo "og 
remptory in your Cen(ures, Fri:nd ? Why fo poſitive in your Ju 
ment > and wherefore a Doom {o cruel to Man > fo injurions to God 
Himſelf > or how dare you. or how can you adjudge to Ercrnal Death 
ſonumberlels a number of Sovls beheving on Chrift, and noping in 
him, whoſe Names, for ought you know , may be written in the 
Book of Life> O friend ! is this ro an{wer the Apoſtle Paxls rebuking 
queſtion'to you, Tr qis es gqrei Tudieas alienum ſcyoum ? 18 this to confider 
his reaſon immediately following in thole other words, Domino (wo ſtat 
aut calit © (tabit autem; potens eft enim Dens tatnere allum? 1s this to regard 


his general admonition cl{ewhere to all Chriſtians (viz. ) not to judge 3 <4 5 


before that time'when the Lord ſhall come and diſcover the hidden things of 
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darkneſs and manifeſt the Counſels of Hearts , and render- praiſe to every one: 
that deſerves it ? Or 18-11. ſo much as to reverc Chriſt himſelf command- 
ing us ot to judge , ( viz.) raſhly of others, orot any invifible concern 
of theirs? Ah Sir! thele are Qzeſtions, which I-fear, may be dreadfull 
ro you another day, 'if you {light them in this day of yours: and yer, 
after all, I bear you witneſs ( as the Apoſtle did- to his- Countrymen 
the Fwws ) that you haye a zealof Go!, tho? (as-to the particular in 
debatc ) not according to Knowl: ge. | 

Sed manum de Tabula : ] will enlarge no further now- upon this Sub- 
j2&. I haye given, what in my opinion 1s ſufficient here againſt your 
Hypotheſis. And by conſequence I have declared my naked thoughts. 
of the main of your Book againſt Dr. Sall, and by doing fo, I have 
obeyed your own particular commands to me, to that purpole. If 
any where the freedom of my expreſſions be-not-{uitable ro the diſt- 
ance of my condition from yours, or to the deference I owe you ,, 
be pleaſed ro remember it was your {elf, that incouraged me to it anc 
pardon'd me for it, before hand. So much I know of my own 
mind, that tho” the Liberty of Hiern a Prelbiter in writing to Auſtin 
a Biſhop ( concerning the reprehenſton of Peterthe firſt ofthe Apoſtles 
by Paulthe laſt and leaſt of them, as he calls Hinilelf ) might perad- 
venture have. patronizd my imitation of Him, when I write to you 
in matters no leſs important nor leſs conteſted berween us : Yer I 
would not have ventured on it without your own exprels leaye. 


By this time perhaps you- may remember, that in my 0ſt Letter: 
f promiſed to give you of Dr. Sall( the occaſioner of your Book, and 
this Letter :) ſomewhat more then I ſaid then. Know therctore thar 
within ſome few-days after ( to be as good as my word ) I found out 
tis Lodging, and ſpent a great part of cight days in his Company, 


and put him many queſtions about himſelf, and ſome matter of. 


Fact, which hapned before,- and in , and ſince his Chavge. And 
that He on the other {ide was { for ought I could perceive ) as willing 
to anſwer , as I to demand. Among other things he told me at 
large the cauſe of your Kindneſs. to Him and great Concern for Him. 
He told me alfo that in caſe He had not left the Roman Communion, he 
had nevertheleſs reſolved to leave the Feſwits Order , and this for ſome, 
as well Dofrines, as Praftices maintained by, if not peculiar to, rhat 
Socicty, And yet Withall He averred to me, that neither his own 
Order, nor any other Order or Perſon of the Roman Church had ever 
oftended Him or given Him, by any ſuch offence, the leaſt occaſion 
of quitting their Communion. That only his reading, and this alſo 
in our Schoolmen, Was it that changed his judgment z and that no 
earthly conſideration , but the irrcfiſtible power of Trwth and the 
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inſupportable tortures ef thoſe Tue and Laniatrs of Conſcience, which 

muſt be at long running the unhappy Conqueſt of all that continue 

Rebels againſt the Light, made Him reſolve at laſt, and in point of Cx- Rebelles Lu- 
ternal Profeſſion of Faith or Communion of Sacraments, EXchange the pre- mini Job 24. 
{ent Church of Rome for the preſent Church of England. He moreover T5: 

told me that He had no thoughts of anſwering your Book, butwould 

aſluredly 7.S. his Book though He knew not the Author,but thought 

Him to be fobn Sergeant, a {ecular Preiſt of Note among the Rowan 

Catholick Engliſh Clergie. And this is all , I remember now of his 

diſcourſe. Soon after he departed for Dublin, where I ſuppole He has 

been hard at ſtudy ever {ince. For though I have no Correſpor- 

dence with Him. in any manner, nor cncuired , nor heard of him 

all chis while; yet 1 can tell you this is but the 4th. day , ſince I 

{aw by chance a fair Manuſcript come hither from Him (bur ſome 

days bctore) to be printed, in an{wer to three {eycral Boks Writ a- 

gamſt Him : the one by 7. S. the other by F. C. and the third by: 

N. N. I had no leafure to look inro it ; but only to ſec the Title Page, 

whercby I ſaw ( however ) that in rcterence to your Bok he cater- 

trained new thoughts atrer departing hence. 


* God of his mfinite Mercy grant that our Controverſial thoughts on 
cyery {ide may center at laſt in Trzth, and end ar laſt in Happineſs ! 
{ am ſure they are in themſelves, ar beſt no other then Vexations | 
and AﬀMictions of-Spirit. Burt what ſhall we fay, or ſhall we anſwer 
in the words of Solmon ? This ſore trouble hath God given to the Sons of 
Men to be exercis'd therewith. Our comfort is that it will not be fo for Eccleſ. «. 13, 
cyer. We know that Ihen he ſhall appear, We ſhall be like to bim; be- | John 
cauſe we ſhall ſee Him as He is: and lecing him, what is it that We ſhall 
not {ce 2? Did eft quod ibi non vident c1i videntem omnia vident , {aid Gre 
gory the Great : if there be any thing more , we are ecrtain not to- 
| beconcerned in it. But then, on the contrary, if our unfortunate 
checking here the light of Conſcience within us , ſhould there deprive - 

- vs of ſeeing that Light of Lights and ſuperefſential fountain of all Lights, , 

whar ſhall become of us? O thor Keeper of Men prevent this dreadtull ,,, . 
IF ! O thou that deſircſt all men to be ſaved, and for that end to come to the The, ohh ; 
Knowledge of the truth | O thou that Rejoyceft not in the deſtruttion of the Sap. 1. Fug ; 
Living, but.in their corre&tion and amendment, * hic URE, bic SEC, * Auguſt, 


at in eternum parcas 3, here burn, here cut , that thou mayeſt ſvare 
for ever. : 


Zo 


O=2 And 


BS T9 


Ro — — | — —_ | _ NR  —— 


28 The Prieſts Letter to the Biſhop of Ferns, 


And thus, moſt Hmoured Sir, powringout my Soul to God in hearti- 
eſt prayers, for usall on every ſide; and not doubting , you will, | 
in a more powerfull manner , ſay Amer to it; I kiſs your hands | 
with all due reſpeQts and veneration. 


London the 13th. of March Dh 


Tonr moſt humble and 
affetionate Servant. 
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Anſwer to the Letter of Ke Roman Prieſt to him ; to- 
gether with his op, ane upon the foregoing Letter, 
ſent by the ſaid Prieſt to the Biſhop of Ferns. 


S 1 R, 


Muſt firſt beg your pardon "M having no ſooner 

_ acknowledged my receiving thoſe two Papers, 
of which I defired you to ſend me a Copy : from 
which defire of mine you do very truly conclude, that 
I did approve of them ; for indeed I did ſo. And 
I am glad (rather for your ſake than mine own) 
that you value my Judgment ſo much, and _ 4 
be ſo well pleaſed with it, as to defire me to gi 
you my. Opinion concerning a third Paper of oo 
alſo ; which you had ſent me before, and did not 
deſire to be returned. I mean that long Letter of 
yours to the Biſhop of Fernes, which I Have - read 
over and over again; and that not only with great 
Satisfaftion to my ſelf in point of Judgment, but 
with great Concernment for yox in point of Afﬀect;on 
alſo. For from that Letter of yours to the Bithop, 
and from another of yours tome (which I received at 
the ſame time) Tamvery much confirmed in the hope 


I have always had (finceT have been thoroughly ac- 


E quainted 
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quainted with. you). of your coming over, and of 
your coming over: without delay or- heſitation, to 
that Church, for which;. in the aforeſaid. Letter of 
yours to that Biſhop; you have made ſo.ample and | 
fo excellent-an Apology in general, and particularly 
im the perſon and behalf: of Dr.Sall, a very {uffci- 
ent Apology likewiſe for thecoming over of any from © | 
the Church of Rome to. the. Church of England, that | 
are ſo perſnaded of both. Churches as He is; and as 
(I verily believe) Tox are allo. And for this hope | 
of mine in relation to you, methinks there is ground | 
enough from many. ſeveral paſlagesin' your aforeſaid — | 
Lettersto that: Bilhop, and to me: from ſeveral pat- 
fages of which two: Letters compared one with ano- 
ther, and put together, I think I may rationally in- 
fer theſe three Concluſtons, (wi. ) 
| TI. That being fo perſuaded as you are, you can- 
not with a-good Conſcience, nor conſequently with- 1 
out endangering-the loſs of your own Soul (and per- 
haps of many. other Souls beſides your own) con- 
tinue in the Communion of the preſent Church of 
Rome. © | 
i UH. That being {o perſuaded as you" are, you | 
are obliged both in Conſcience and in Prudence 
to jayn m Communion wi:h the Church of Eng- 
land. 
TH. That being obliged. to quit the Communt- 
on of the: Oxe, and joyn in Communion, with the 
Other, You are obliged in Conſcience ſpeedily, pub- 
lickly, and reſoutely to declare you do fo. 
f I]. For 
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|  TF. For proof of the Firſt of theſe Aſſertions , we 
are to premiſe, that the Church of Rome, and Com- 
- union withit, may be conſidered according to three 
ſeveral diſtin& Periods of time, according to the dit- 
ferences of its reſpeQiveEſtate and Conſtitution, and 
conſequently, according to the different Obligation, 
| or diſobligation of Commmnion with it, during thoſe 
| ſeveral times or periods of time. hs 
| rt. By the firſt Period of time I mean all that 
ſpace or duration of Years (how many or how few 
ſoever they were; which I will not at preſentunder- - 
take to examine) wherein the Church of Rome con- 
/ + tinuedin that Fazth, which wasat firſt, andonce for 
all (as St. Jude tells us) delivered to the Saints, that 
1s, to all Primitive Chriſtians, by the Apoſtles and 
1 Apoſtolical men who were their firſt Teachers; a- 
monegſt which Primitive Chriſtians it muſt be confeſ- 
[ ſed, that thoſe of Rome were very eminent, 1nſo- 
| much that their Faith was ſpoken of throughout the 
whole World; as St. Paul tells us Row. 1. 8. which 
yet by the way is no more then what the Apoſtle 
faith of the Faith of the Theſſalonians at the ſame 
time; nor no more perhaps than he might have ſaid 
of any other Chriſtian Church then in being. So 
that then, and as long after as the Church of Rome 
continued in the Integrity of that DoGrize which ſhe 
then profeſſed, and in the Purity. of that Worſhip 
which ſhe thea praiſed ; All other Chriſtians and 
Chriſtian Churches in the World did hold, and were 
obliged to hold Communion with her ; though not 
= 7 by 
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by way of Subordination 'to her, as their Head, or 
as to the Mother and Miftreſs. of alt Churches, as 
ſhe now calls her ſelf : but by. way. of Coordination 
or Aſſociation only, asSiſtets- or Datighters, Churches 
of 'the ſame. Mother, -iz. the Church Catholique: 
or_ as: Fellow-Members under the fame Head , the 
Lord Chrift Feſus. . During 'this period: of time 
therefore, not to be of, or to. feparate- from, the 
Communion of the Church of Rome, was to be guilty 
of. Hereſre; or Schiſm, or both, as firſt the Novatians, 
and afterwirds'the Donatiſts were :- becauſe to break 
off "Communion with the Church of Rome, and to 
| break off Communion with the whole Catholick 
Chnrch of Chriſt, was then one. and the fame 
thing. | 


2. By the ſecond Period of time I mean all that 
. intervall of Ages from the Church of Romes begin- 
ning to fall from her Primitive Purity and Integrity 


both in De&rine and Worſhip, until the time of Leo 


the Tenth, or until the Councils of Lateran and 


Trent. Which Interval of time reckoning from the 
firſt Pope, who took upon him the title of Univerſal 
Bz/hop, to the aforeſaid Pope and Councils, amounts . 


to. little leſs than a- thouſand years. Perhaps we 


might date this Account. a Certary or two higher, 


that 1s:-from preſently after the fifth or rather the 


fourth General Council ; when the DoQrine of Pur- 


gatory and of Invocation of Saints began to be talked 


of, though not as Matters of Faith, but as Pious 
and 
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and probable Opinions ; only. But (as [aid before) 
T intend not to infiſt upon an exact Calculation of 
times, either as to the continuance of the Church of 
Rome in its. firft purity, or as to its beginning to de- 
Cline from it : For the Tares were ſown while men 
ſlept, and they were ſown before they camewup ; 
and {ome were fown at one time and came up, and_ 
{ome at another, till at length all the good Corn that 
was at firſt fownin the Field of the Church, was in 
danger tobe overgrown and choaked up by them : 
whilſt the Husbandmen (that 1s. the Governours of . 
the Chruch ) were not only afleep when they ſhould: 
| have hinderd the ſowing of them; but afrerwards - 
when they were awake, and knew well enough 
what they did, they did not only ſuffer but cheriſh 
the growth of them, though they knew them to be 
Tares ; that is, ſuch DoGrines as were not taught ' 
by Chrift and his Apoſtles, but {ſuch as were the In- 
ventions and Traditions of men ; fome of them at 
firſt perhaps out Bf a pious intention, and in order 
to a goodend; but allor moſt of them ſuch, as might 
be and akerwards were made” aſs of by crafty and 
ambitious men to ſerve for ſecular and worldly de- - 
{19ns, namely for the ſetting up of another K7ng- 
dom or Soveraign -power in the Church, beſides that + 
of Chriſts, nay above that of Chriſts; as in effect 
that of the Pope is in that part ofthe Church wherein 
he governs at this day... 
And to this end, IT mean to the advancing and 
ſupporting the Grandeur and Tyrany of the Papal 
Monarchy ; - 
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Monarchy ; have all thoſe additionals to the Creed and 


Pradice of the Primitive Chriſtians been made uſe 
of, with what intention or by what means, orin 
"what manner , or at what time ſoever they were 
brought into the Church ; as the Doctrine and Pra- 


Qice of Invocation of Angels and Saints, of Adora- 
tion of Images, of Purgatory, of Indulgences, of Maſ- 
ſes and Dirges for the dead, of Auricular Confeſſion, 
of the Celibate of Prieſts, of the Exemption of the 
Clergy from Secular Furiſdiction, and of all Regulars 
from Epiſcopal Juriſditonalſo, of the Popes power of 


Diſpenſing with Oaths, with Marriages and all other 


Vows and Contratts, nay of Depoſing of Kings, and 
Diſpoſing of Kingdoms, and laſtly of the Popes be- 
ing Univerſal Biſhop or Head of the whole Chriſtian 
Church. Whereunto might be added the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, with all the abſurd and blaſ- 
phemous Conſequences of it, eſpecially the Idola- 
trous Adoration of the Conſecrated Elementsof Bread 
and Wine :- as hikewiſe the DoGrige of the neceflity 
of the Prieſts intention to make the Sacraments effe- 
ctual, and conſequently that there is not, nor ever 
can beſo much as a Moral certainty that there ever 
was, Is, or ever will be, Pope, or Biſhop, or Prieſt, or 
Chriſtian 1n the World. And becauſe there 1s no 
mention of all or any of theſe additional Do&rines or 
PraGices in Scripture or Written word of God, there 
isanother Do&rine which they lay for a Foundation, 


_not only of all thoſe DoGrines which they have 


added already, but of all other DofQrines or Pra- 
tices 


Mm in anſwer to the Roman P rieft. 
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Giles chat they thall, as they {ee cauſe, be pleated ta 
add hereafter ; and that 1s the Doctrine of a Word of 
God: Unwritten, delivered they know not when, by 
they know not whom, to they know not whom, and 
kept they know not where, to he made uſe of as 
occaſion {erves : it being indeed an unknown, and 
an inexhauſtible Treaſury. of DoCirines to be im- 
proved and impoſed , bow and when it ſhall pleaſe 
the Pope, upon thoſe that have faith enough to be- 
lieve them: as the Saints works of Superrogation are 
an unknown and an inexhauſtible Treaſury of Me+ 
rits for thoſe that want merits of their own, and 
have monyes enough to buy them. But becauſe; 

a8 none of the aforeſaid Do&rines. or Praflices are 
to-be found im the Written word of God ; ſo-ſome of 
them-ſeem to be directly and exprelly contrary ro 
the written word of God ; as worſhipping of Images, 


and invocation of Angels and Saints, ( whereunto 


might be added Prayer in an unkzown Tongue, and 
withholding the Cup from the Laity in the Sacrament) 
and becaule it would be {candalous, if the People 
ſhould percerve there is ſuch a contrartety betwixt 
the Word writter,, and the Word unwritten, both of 


them being pretended to be equally the word of the 


ſame God, in whom as there 1s 70 change-. ; nor ſha- 


dow of turning , fo there 1s no contrariety , nor (ha-. 
dow. of varying from himſelf in his Word neithes; 
therefore to hinder this diſcovery , and to ade 


what they liſt to be believed and practiſed by the 
People,. they. have one DoGtrine more very neceſlary 


als... 
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in order to this, and all other their by-Ends and] De- 
ſigns, which 1s this, that the Reading of Scriptures or 


written word of God ought not to be allowed to the 


Laity, or to any bnt ſuch as ſhall be licenſed to read 
them, which are tobe none but {uchas are not like- 
ly to make 1 uſe of them : that 1s, in their ſence, 
by being convinced either to believe , or disbeleive 
any thing more, or leſs, or otherwiſe , then as that 


. Church teacheth. 


And this was (generally ſpeaking the Conſtitu- 


tion of the Church of Rome,at leaſt, for the major part 
. of the aforeſaid Second period of time, during its de- 
clination from its firſt faith ; by adding new Articles 


to its firſt Creed, all of them ſupernumerary to it, 
and ſome of them deſtructive of it, and likewiſe by 


introducing new Objes, and new Ways of worſhip, 
ſome of them Syperſtitions, and ſome of them not 


Superſtitions only, but Heatheniſh and Idolatrous al- 


fo: but not all of them at once, either of the one ſort, 
.or of the other; TI mean, either as to matter of 


DoGrine, or matter of Worſhip ; but ſome of both 
ſorts ſooner, and {ome later ; and moſt of them 


from being at firſt but the Opinions and pradizces of 


private men, grew at length to be incorporated in- 
to the body of their Divmity, and to be intruded 


1nto their publick Worſhip , and become partes inte- 


grantes of their Liturgy it ſelf ; but not without great 
oppoſition from very many Eminent perſons, both 
for Learning and Piety, of their own Communion, in 
ſeveral Ages of the aforeſaid Period ; as may appear 
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by what Dr. Feild Dean of Glonceſter (a very- Lear- 


ned and Judicious Divine-of the Church of England) 


-hath obſerved {n his Appendix to the third Book of 


.the.Church.; from whence . he concludes, that it was 


rather. a predominant faGon'1n the Church-of Rome, 


:then the Church it ſelf that did uphold, and main- 
tain 'the aforeſaid DoCrines and Pratjices in order 


to the maintaining and upholding of the.-power and 


grandeur of the Papacy. And therefore he con- 
cludes hkewiſe that it is-not to be-doubted of but that 
"many thouſands of' our F ore-Fathers, who lived 
and | died: in the Communion 'of the ' Church of 
Rome , even after, and whilſt the aforeſaid Cor- 
ruptions in doctrine and worſhip were generally be- 
leived and practiſed, might be, and were faved. 


Firſt becauſe, i1t was not then a- neceſliry "condition 


of Commnnien with that Church to believe., much 
Teſs: to: profeſs the beleif of all, nor perhaps. ably of 
the aforeſaid DoCtrines;; as appears by many: learned 
"men's 'pi blickly oppofing of them. Secondly; Be- 


cauſe of thoſe thar did believe and profeſs the beleif 
of them many , very many did it in the fi mplicity 


of their hearts, becauſe they were born and. bred 
in that beleif, and had no means to inform and con= 


vince them of the Errors they were in: and there- 
fore, notwithſtanding the continuing in thofe Errors 
even unto their death, yet belewing thoſe other 
Goſpel:ſaving Truths, which wereeven then , and 
are All, taught and believed in that Church, and 
iving-a-ſerious and conſcientious Life ( as far as the 
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Tgbr: they. had- would: dire&; and humane trailty 


permit, them to do ) they might through the mer- 
cy of God  pardoning their Errors, andacceptivg of 
their- pious Performances , and: Intentions together 
with 'an :a&nal: Repentance of them known, and: an: 
habitual Repentance of: their unknown Sms,. be ſaved ; 

but not qua, or quatenus, but quamwvis Fhey lived 
and died: in- the belief: and praGiice of the aforeſaid 
Errors:1n Do&irine: and erroneous :ways of Worſhip. 

Whereinto may. be added in the third-place, by 
way of Excuſe-tor-thoſe that continued in the Com- 


munion of. that Church ,, during this ſecond Period 


af time, though: they were convinced of the afore- 
{aid Ejrors, borh in Doctrineand Worſhip, andcon- 


{fqwently: of the Danger they were in. by ſo doing 3 


yet they could: not:tell:whither , or to. what viſible 
Ghurch to: go. to; at leaſt in theſe weſtern parts of 
the World:; it: they ſeparated themſelves from: the: 


Chyrob!of” Rome -andtherefore they were fain to; 
continie-in-it., while ſome of them ( as 1 faid 4] 


fore.) did» openly oppoſe and complain of it , 


thers did filently groan under the Corruption they | 


tus ME _y with in it. 


. But:now ; if we cok der the Church of Rome: 
as 1t 15 18 its third or laſt Period, which I date from 


the Councils of Lateran and Trent, (I mean the 


it to be quite another thing , then it was before; 
Even when 1t was at the worſt, and conſequently 
the 
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the Communion with i it, to- be quite anorher thing 
| then it was before alſo; 

For Firft, as our Crackenthorp in his Vigilins dor-. 
mitans obſerves ," though their DoSrines ,  ( which 
he calls the xrateriale of their Church ) be Qi the 
ſame they were before in the ſecond Period; yet the 
| Foundation whereon they were built, or the ultimate 
'] - reaſon for which they are to be believed (which he 
calls the formale of their Church ) is quite changed. 
| Becauſe, whereas before the Council of Laterar, 
the laſt Reſolutions of Debates and Controverſies 
| in matters of faith, were into the Word of God and 

Primitive Tradition, declared to beſo by the Decrees 
of General Conneils - whereunto the Popes them- 
ſelves were to be ſubje& : now, ſince by the Council 
of Lateran, the Pope 1s decree'd and declared to be 
above all General Councils ; the laſt Reſolutions of 
all Doubts and Diſputes in matters of Faith, are to 
be finally Peionſievas. by the ſentence of the Pope : 

- which ſentence of the Popes in a cauſe of Faith 
whoſoever gainſayth , he is none of their Church 
ſaith Greg. de Valentia, but an Heretick faith Staple- 
ton, Canus, and Bellarmine, as Cracanthorp quotes 
them; becauſe, though perhaps he may and doth 
believe the matter of Faith , which the Pope hath 
determined ; yet he doth not believe it Sub for- 
mali ratione, for which all matters of Faith , that 
are or may be doubted of, are to be hulieved?: 
namely , becauſe the Pope C who 15 the Jaſt and {u- 
pream Judge of Controverſies ) hath ſo determined it. 
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So hat i in \cfe&.,, the laſt tReſplution- of all F 6th in in 
the preſent Church of Rome, is not mto:+the Word 
of God, but inta the Word of the-Pope-; becauſe, 
though we- are to believe what God faith , becenle 
God faith.it:; yet iwe-are to believe that God ſaith 
it, becauſe the Pope faith that-God ſaith it by de- 
termining what Books are;and what are-not, Cano- 
zical; and by determining likewife what 1s and-whar 
is-not the true Sence or meaning. of ſuch Books, or 
| any-part: of ſuch Books: as he determines to be. Ca-- 
nonical. The very. Foundation; of Faith therefore 
in the Church of " 15-quite changed from- what 
it was before, even in the moſt corrupt times; and 
conſequently 1t is quite another - Church then it was 
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formerly... And therefore , whiereas- thoſe of the | 
preſent Churcl: of- Rowe acl us where was our Church: | 
before Luther * we may, with much more reaſon;,. ; 
ask. them, where was this Church+ of -therrs - before 


Luther 2. for Luther was contemporary - with: the 
Lateran. Council, which laid the foundation of the 
preſent Church of Rome, m rogors of the Formale, | 
though not of the Materiale of. it :- and you know ; 
that 1t 1s forma. that dat effe res 

But 2/y. Though there be ſtill the ſame Materiate'- 

on oe materials for matter- of DoC&rine* and 

Worſhip in the prefent Church of Rome, as there ; 
were betore in. the-ſecond” Period ; as namely, Invo- : 
cation: of Samts, Adoration of Tadgooe., and the reſt 
thave before named ; yet- the- explicite and pro- f 
tciſed. belief of them was not required as a; neceſlary 
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| Comdition of Communton with that Church then, as 1t- 
is with this Chnrch' zow: For as I faid before,. there 
were many-in the Church. of Rome before the La- 
teran and” Trent Councils, and thoſe very Eminent 
both m Learning and Anthority,, that did not only 

queſtion the truth of many of, the aforeſaid DoG--- 
rines , but publiquely declared” their diflent from - 


them, and their judgment againſt them; and yer 
4 were nevertheleſs acconnted very. good Catholicks.: 
much-leſs were any, of them obliged. by. Oath: to 4- 
| mathematize all that dit not believe: all or- any..of 
| thoſe Dodrines, as they are now obliged, finee - 
1 the Council of Trent: by the Bull of Pier the 4th. - 
| annexed tothe Decrees of: that. Council; and-..cal- - 
| Ted Forma jurainenit profe feſſes; 8s frdei; with which 
| profeſſion of faith, as it 1s there fet down , 1t you. 
| cannot cordially and conſcientiouſly eomply m all * 
particulars, T cannot ſee how with -a. good Con- - 


-faience you can continue.in the Communion - of © 
| the preſent Church: of” Rome; which exacts ſuch a-- 
| profeſſion of Faith-:from- aJl ſuch {(.,as; you. axe ;) : 


_ as a condition of her Communion... 


Let us ſee therefore; whether you being ſo per--- 
ſwaded as you ( by what you have written to Me - 
and to the Biſhop of Ferns ) ſeem to be;. can cordi- 
; ally and -conſcieatiouſty:.make {uch a. Profeſſron.aof - 
Faith or no-.-.. 
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I think you' cannot. For to ſay nothing at pre- - 
ſent of the ſeveral particulars therein ſpecitied ( as 
the Dodrine of Tranſubſtantiation, of Purgatory, of 
: Invocation of Saints ) which you are to ſwear. you 
| believe: you are to {wear likewiſe in the General, 
that you do indubitanter recipere, &> profrtert cetera 

omnia a S. San&iis Canonibus,@» Oecumenicis Concilts, 
ac pracipue a ſacroſanfia Synodo Tridentina, definita, 
© declarata ; ſumulque contraria omnia, atque hareſes 
. quaſcunque ab Eccleſia damnatas, rejectas, &- Anathe- 
 matizatas, dammnare, rejicere , &@ Anathematizare. 
And which is the worſt of all, you muſt {wear too, 
 Hanc eſſe veram fidem Catholicam, extra quam nemo 
ſalvns eſſe poteſt ; and that you will as much as in 
you lyes, make it tobe believed by others alſo: and 
conſequently that you do your {elf* believe, and 
will do what you can, to make others to believe 
 "Tikewiſe, that all that have not the ſame Faith, or 
do not believe ſo as the Oath enjoyns them to be- 
lieve, muſt be damned. Which what is it elſe but 
the very thing you ſo ſmartly reprove the Biſhop 
of Ferns for ® or what 1s the main drift and {cope 
of all that long Letter you writ to him, bnt to con- 
vince him of the Falſehood as well as of the Vnc'art- 
tableneſs of that Cenſure of his, That nore but i:-oſe 
that believe as the preſent Church of Rome belizwes 
can be ſaved : and conſequently that Dr. Sf , by 
leaving the Communion of that Church, is for ſo 
doing, and as long as he continues fo to do in a 
:damnable condition; as all others, whether Men 
OT 
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or Churches are, who are'not of that Communion 
which is no more than what every man by the 
aforeſaid Profeſſron of Faith, is bound to believe of 
| all that do not profeſs the ſame Faith. And there- 
'v fore you muſt eithcr renounce the Profeſſ-oz of the 
ſaid Faith or you muſt pronounce the ſame ſevere. 
|  Cenſure, not only upon Dr. Sall, but upon the 

| Whole Church of England, and all other Churches 
diſſenting , or. divided from the prefent Church of 
Rome : © But this you cannot do without retracting 

1 all-you' have written to the Biſhop of Ferns, and 
; that I am fſure:you will not do becauſe in your - 
Letter to me,. you tell me that what you writ to 
that Biſhop in the aforeſaid Letter , was that which - 
you thought was true, and what it became you to ſay 
to a Man that deft rd your judgment. And becauſe. 
to induce him to believe you that it was indeed 
your judgment, you tell him'1n one place that you 
hold it an-obligation of Conſcience on you not to main- 
tain any Principles or PraStices which according to the 
inward conviction of your own proper Soul appear to - 
| you - Erroneous and Wicked ; and in another place 

| you tell him likewiſe that you hold it a fin againſt 

| the Holy-Ghoſt weritatem agnitam impugnare : Of- | 
| which the former, as I conceive and by the drift 

| 


and proceſs of the Diſcourſe it {eli appears, is ſaid | 

by you in reference to ſome Principles and Pradtices 

m the Church of Rome which you cannot defend ; 

| and the latter. in reference to Orthodoxze, or Catholick 

ſaving Truth, which you cannot chule but . _—_— 
edge - 


The Biſhop of Winton 5 Letter 


ledge to be . profeſſed in the .Church of En oland. 


And firſt that by thefe Opinions and Prafiices, which 


-appearing to:you to be Erroneous and Wicked, you 


cannnot maintain ; you mean ſome Erroneous Opi- 


- nions and Wicked Prafiices upheld and maintain d 
in the Church of Rome , it appears by the firſt of 
your Letters to the aforeſaid Biſhop, ( wherein-in- 
. deed that - faying of yours 1s,) whereof the main 
Arift .and ſcope is to prove that the lawfulneſs of 
:taking up Arms againſt the King for Religion, 15 an 
"Erroneous Opinion, and the Practice of it Wicked 
-znd Rebellious, as you ſay that, was in Ireland; 


rotwithſtanding the Pope by his Nuntio did autho- 


Nze1t: and therefore you are not to wonder that 


you are Excommunicated for your writing againft 


it ; as likewiſe for your writing againſt other of 


their Erroneous Principles and PraGices, as that of 
Exemption of the Clergy from the Juriſdichon of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, which Suarez affirms tobe de Fide; 
and the Popes Power of depoſing of Kings for Here- 


fe, or ia ordine ad ſpiritualia ; which 08 it hath 


not ( for -ought 1 know ) been defined by any 
Council, vet :1t hath *been often :afferted, and de- 
clarcd by the ' Pope, whoſe Authority hach been 
Ielined by a Council to be above all Counci!s _ 
therefore by the atoreſaid charaCteriſtical Profe iJron:of 
Faith (it you are or mean to continue in the Com- 
#11nion of the preſent Church of Rome you are 
'bound to believe and 'profeſs you [believe He is fo, 
and to Anathematize all that believe the contrary. 


And 
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And then how dare you to: 0. ſpeak (as you -do in 
your ſecond Leiter to Ferns). of appealing from 'the 
Pope to. a General Council? or how can You excuſe 
the: Chirch. of England (as:you' do, )\ from being er- 
ther Heretical or Schiſmatical? if you. do believe 
(as by the aforeſaid profeſſronof faith you are bound 
to-believe) that all thoſe are- hands or Schiſma- 
ticks ,* that the Church «f -Romg hath declared to be 
ſo, or if you believe the -not- being 1 in Communion 
with the Church of Rome to. be Schiſm,” or the not 
believing all of any- of thoſe Articles or DoSrines 
wherein the Church: of Ex: gland” dillents from the 
Charch of-Rome) to be Horeſts! Te 18: plain: there- 
fore that\you do-not believe thoſe - DoGrines to: be 
de F ide , which the Church-hf Rome hath 'defin'd 
to be dc'Fide-:- nor thar- toibe. Hereſre and. Sehiſnr 
which the Church of-Rome hath defin'd to be Here: 
fre and Sehiſm : ; and therefore it In plain likewiſe 
that you do not , thazyou cannot indubitanter- Te- 
cipere @ proſorevigh Wo WW: Satroſuntld Synods Frrdlevr 
tina definit a ' (Oe btw ; fi rnmlgue” contrarta-ommuia, 
atque Hereſes* nas © cunque ab Leaokefra (7 1 ifta ſeilicet 
Synodo.) damnatas ©. rejeSlas (6 anathematiz.atas 
damnare , rejicere, O-  antbematiz.are : much lefs 
can you-or-dare iyou' {a ; that the faith; the profe/- 
fron. whereof is there we and (worn to, 1s thetrue 

Catholiquc Faith, extra quam nemo ſalons eſſe poteſt ; 
and conſequently: It- 1s evident - npon the whole 
matter, that 'you'ds6 not, that you cannot- believe 
as the preſent Church of Romo beheves : and therc- 
G fore 
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Cre, you. are not really and indeed. of bay. Cont 
1i0n, though. you do profeſs your, ſelf ta be {o, But | 
not to. in{ilÞ on Inferinces only,. do.not you: in plain 
terms ſay in_ that Letter; of. yours .to:me ,.. that-you : 
think -/the . Romani Churches anathematizing othen | 
Churches, on the.. ſol&.account of | the late controverted_ 
Do&rines;. cannot-he. excuſed from rending the:Catha: 
lick Church of,Chrift 2, and muſt. you not-then think 
that-itis-the- Church! of Rome; that 'rends , and not 
other-Churches.. that -are: rent by. her that. is the 
Schiſmatical. party. & whereunto if you' chad added 
(as you-might have added) that the Chiinch of: Rome 
hy ctitting off alt other Churches from being parts 
of the Church Catholick.;. ſhe. makes. her-ſelf to-be 
the whole - Cathelick, Church, which is purus - putus 
Donatiſims contradicting an Article of-the Apoſtles | 
Creed ini expreſs terms, and conſequently. by. arro- 


gating and ingrofling. to her ſelf- the title of Caths- 
| lick in that ſenſe, ſhe is not only a $ chiſmatical, but 


an Heretical Church alſo as the Donatiſts of old were. 

And will you..or-can.you continue in the Communion 
of a-Church which you cannot chuſe but think upon | 
the. aforeſaid grounds, to be Schiſwerieat ang He: 1 
retical.. ; 
But S econdly ; it your oforathid- Letter to Me | 
you-ſay,.. you -cannot.. deny, that ſeveral of that 
Churehes-Defiaitions. leem..to you ta-be very. falſe | 
and' without ſufficient: ground either. in. Scripture. ox | 
Tradition: and therefore firſt,. you cannot deny but | 
that-the Tefallibility, that Church pretends to, which — 
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5s the foundation of her pretended Authority + over 
all other Churches, mnſt needs ſeem to you to be 
falſe ; becauſe if ſhe have Erred in ſome of her De- 
finitions, ſhe may have erred in any or in all of them. 
And Secondly, it the reaſon why thoſe ſeveral Def:- 
aitions of hers ſeem to you to be falſe, 15, becauſe 


they are without {uthcient-ground, either 1n Scri- - 


pture or Tradition : T preſume that by ſeveral, you 
mean all thoſe Defimitions of hers, whereby ſhe 
bath added ſo many New Articles to the Old Creed ; 
which cannot chuſe buc ſeem to you to be falſe 
for the ſame reaſon; namely, becauſe there -15 no 
ſufficient ground for them either in Scripture or Tra- 
dition ; if by Tradition you do not mean the Orall 
Tradition of the-preſent Church of Rome ( which is 
_ a new found extravagant notion of the word Tra- 
dition ) but Tradition truly ſo called ( viz. ) Quod 
ſemper, &- abique, & ab. omnibus, which 1s recorded 
in the Fathers, Councils, and Eccleſtaftical Hiſtories, 
to have been received either as. the 'DoGrive or Fre- 
Gice of the CatholickChurch. Howſoever, whether 
by the ſeveral Definitions of that Church, which 
ſeem to you to be falſe, you mean more or fewer, 
you cannot believe all her Definitions to. be true ; 
which notwithſtanding you are'obliged by the afore- 
aid Oath to profeſs you believe, and that you will 
teach others to believe {o alſo. . But you have told 
us already, That.yon cannot aſſent to. any DoFirinethat 
ſeems to be Erroneous; and therefore you- cannot 
be of that Church that obliges you to do ſo; 
TO | "0-9 There 
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There 1s a very great difference between 3 your Cale 
and Theirs,, who heretofore lived and dyed 11 the 
Communion of the then Church of Rome. Firſt be- 
cauſe perhaps the fame Do&trines, which now ſeem. 
to. you to be falſe, did not then, for want of the Th-. 
formation you have, ſeem fo to them. - And ſothat 
which was buta Sz of Ignorance, and perhaps of in- 


felled Belief of all the Controverted Do&Grines be- 
tween Us.'and them, . which. the preſent Charch of 


now, was not exacted upon the {gme- account by 


yon now have; and ſuch a Church as you your ſelf 


you from coming out of ihat Churchinito his, ſeeing 
:t.3s but the comp ont of aninfeced, into-an healthy 
place 


q wincible Tonorancem Them, will be a Sir againſt Con=. 
- ©i&ion (which you call a'Sin againſt the HolyGhoſt) 
| in Tow now. Secondly, Becauſe the explicit and pro-- 


Rome exaGs' as 4 condition of Communion with: het 


the Church of Rome then, as appears by whatThave- 
{aid before upon this liead. _ And Thirdly, Becauſe 


_ (as I aid beforetoo )that Thoſe that thoudhi then, 
as You do'now, had no other Church. to go to, 'as. 


confeſs (in your Letter to: me.) te hold and Srofeſ all 
that Catholick and Af poſtolick, Paith, which' was deli-- 
vered to. the Meade Chriſtians in the Apoſtolick, 
Nicene, and Athanaſian Creeds, and in the four firſt 
General-Concils, and which be! tes 3 in-her 39 Articles. 
hath' the very Chief if not the Only. Fundamentals - 
of all: Orthodoxie; whereunto'if you add, what before 
I quoted out of your Letter to Ferns, thar ſheis nei- - 
ther Heretical, 'nor Schiſmatical, what ſhould hinder - 
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place of the ſame Kingdom; for you will be ſtill in 
the ſame: Kingdom of Chrift, which is. the whole 
Catholick, Church and not any part of it.. 


; O! but ſay you in your Letter to me, Whatſo-- 

i ever I think of the lawfulneſs of, or tye of Conſcience 

upon 'me to approve of, the Communion of the Church 
of England ; yet after all, I cannot be ſatisfied, NOr 
convinced That I am bound to renounce ber Communion 
( meaning the Communion of the Church of Rome: ) 
No !-not though you think her Schiſmatical * by ren- 
diug Chrifts Body ( the Catholick, Church ) into more 
pieces than the Sofdiers did his Coat ; nay, though 
you think her Heretical ? for impoſtag thoſe Defi- 
nitions of hers-( which ſeem to youto be falſe) not 
only as probable Opinions, but as Articles of Faith, 
and to make the: believing and the profeſling the. 
belief of them a condition of her Communion, and a 

; part of that Creed, extra quan nemo poteſt eſſe ſal- 

| 24s : Which what 1s it elfe but to make her own 

[ word and not Gods word, or at leaſt her own word, 

: as well as Gods word, the Rale of Faith? and is 

not this - Hereſte ? nay 1s not this to make all thoſe -_ 

that will be of her Communion, Hereticks ? and 


cannot this convince you, that you are bound to 
renounce ſuch a Communion; or rather to profels 
\ and declare you have renounced it ? as really you - 
| have already in: the. zzterior of your Soul, if youthink . 
| and believe, as you ſay-you do. ER 
'q | Remember. what you ſay to the Biſhop of Ferrzs, - . 
} WY, when .- 
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hen you ſuppoſe FRG to be convinced by whit 
you-have ſaid to him, that the Church of England 
15 not Heretical :-that this conviction of his Soul, you 
hope, he will spenly declare, as it becometh his Car- | 
donr-and Conſeence ; becauſe as St. Paul faith (day ) 
you to him ) with the heart man believeth unto. Righ- ; 
teouſneſs, and with the month confeſſion is made nnto | 
Saſvation. And doth not St.. Paul-{ay this to You ? 
as well as to the Biſhop of 'Ferns? and are not Tor | 
a.man of Candour and Conſcience, as well as He is? 
I am ſure I believe, and I: think I' have very good 
reaſon to. believe, by what you both have acted, and 
by what you both have. written, that 'Tox are a 
Man of much more candour, conſcience, and ingennity, 
than He.is or.than you can believe him to be : and 
therefore I-have more reaſon to be confident of Tox, 
than you have to hope of Him ; namely, wut quod 
in imo corde ſentis concerning both Churches, Hud 
etiam.ore profiteberis ; by publickly renouncing the 
Communion of the ore, and by openly joyning in 
Communion with: the: other. 
And indeed how elle can you juſtifie the Church 
of England for doing, what you. will not do your 
ſelf ? pethaps you will ſay, becauſe :the Church of 
England was never of Right ſubordinate to the Church ; 
of Rome,therefore was not obliged tocontinue in Com- | 
woevien with her longer, than ſhe her ſelf ſaw cauſe : 
which is not the Caſe of the Church. of Ireland, 
whereof you are a member ; for ſhe always was and 


is ſtill ſubject co the Church of Rome; therefore 
neither 


- o ie <5 
_— mn Lakes) 


nm anſwer to the Roman Prieſt. 5 ; 


neither ſhe nor any of hey Children are at liberty to 
quit the Communion. with the Church of Rowe; as 
thoſe of the ' Church of England are; But then how 

can you juſtifie Dr. Sall's coming over from Them to - 

b - Us ( which notwithſtanding you ſeem to do )ſee ng. 
his Caſe 1s the very ſame with Tours : No, perhaps - 
may you ſay.: for he may-not have the fime {cruples 
chat I have. For perhaps Dr. Sall is. nor; but Tam 
certain, ſay you: your Letters to me, that no pre 
tence of Hereſte warrants Inferiors to quit*the Con 

_ munion -of their. Church, or SubjeStion even to Eccles - 

;  feaftical | Superiors, wdaidt- by. a due courſe they be 

convicted: and\declared Hereticks,, or Schiſmaticks; 

| or Out-laws ; and this: (ſay you, as far as you can res 

| | member ) hath been the judgement of the Eighth 
General Council, which is all rhe ground you alledge 
for this certainty of yours in this particular, which 
I -do not-a: little* wonder at ; thara man of your 

. acuteneſs of wit, . and folidity of judgement, ſhou!d 
ground certainty upon uncertainty. 

For Firſt. you ſcem not to be certain whether that 
be.che Judgement of the Carncil-or no. for itis but 
9s far as you can remember. 

Secondly;. Suppoling it to be the Judgement of 
that Council; are you certain that this-or any other | 
General Conpeit cannot” Err 9: (f You ſeem in your 
Letter to. the Biſhop. of Ferzs- to:be of another Opi- 
non ) or if a General Council cannot-Err; -are you 
ſure that the Ezghth General Council which was 
none. of the beſt, or rather theworſt, or atleaſt. the 
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before it, did not Err in that particular ? and con- 
ſequently may lead you into Error , 1t you build 1 
your certainty upon that judgement. of the Council Þ 
ON 
Thirdly Suppoſ! ing it did not Err in decreeing, 
as you think it did, yet might it not be decreed as 
a matter of Diſcipline only ( which 1s variable accor- | 
-ding to circumſtances, pro hic &» nunc ) to prevent | 
Schiſm, or groundleſs or unneceſſary withdrawing t 
of Tnferiors, Obedience from their | Swperzors 2'and 
not as matter, of Faith, which is of perpetual and 
indiſpenſable Obligation | certainly that Council 
did not intend by that Decree, to enjoyn- all In- 
feriors to obey all. their. Superzors 1n all things what- 
ſoever, and conſequently, to. obey Mer rather'ithan 
God, in caſe their Speriors ſhould command what c 
God forbids, or will haue them ſubje&t unco them . || 
an ſuch things, as they cannot be _— to them in || 
without Sin. .. | 
Fourthly, Suppoſing it to is true, as you fox, 
and according to the judgement of that Conncil, | 
that no pretence of Hereſie or Schiſm can warrant 
Tnferiors to' quit the Communion of their Chmech, 
or Subjeion to their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors; untill 
by a due courſe they be convicted, and declared 
to be Schiſauaticks, or Hereticks : ſuppofing this 
to be true (* Hay if there be but a pretence_only 
of the aforeſaid. crimes : ; ſhall it - therefore be' true, 


where the. atoresaid. crimes of Hereſie -and Sebjfu 
are 
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are evident, and notorious, and where you mult either quit 


the Communion, or Communicate in thoſe crimes; the belict, 


profeſſion, and maintaining of which are neceflary conditt- 
ons of that Communion £ Are you certain that becauſe you 
were born and bred in ſuch a Communion, or have been {ub- 
ject to 1t, that you mult not quit 1t, but continue in it (and 
conſequently be partaker, and cuilty of the {ſin of it) until 
by due courſe thoſe of that Communion are convinced and d:- 


clared tobe Schiſmaticks, or Hereticks? when perhaps They 


are ſuch as will never be convinced, or when perhaps there 


neither is nor can be any {uch courſe taken againſt them to 


declare Them-to be ſo ? For I ſuppole by a dre conrſe you 


mean an Appeal or Recourſe to a truly Oecumerical Conncil 
for the condemning of them, and declaring them to be He- 
reticks or S chiſmaticks. But fuch a Conncil in your Letter to 
Ferns you your felt confeſs (as the Chriſtian World is now go- 
verned by ſeveral Princes of ſeveral Religions, Intereſts and 


Deſt ons) is neither to be had nor hoped for ; or if ſuch a Coun- 


ci] were to be had, 1s.1t Iikely that he, who hath declared 


himſelf to be above all Councils, will ſubmit to it ? orhe who 
pretends to ſit as Fudge in it, will ſuffer himſelf to be con- 


demned by it ? Unhappy then, nay of all Men moſt unhap- 


py areall thoſe who are inferior members of ſuch a Church ; 
th though their mind be never {o mnch calightned by Gods 


Word to foe their Errors, they are 19joyned to believe, and 


their hearts never {o mark enclined by Gods Grace to deteſt 
and forſake the Superſtitions and Idolatrons JVorſhip, they are 


1njoyned to praGice and comply with : yet they muſt continue 
1n the profeſſron of the one and pr -atice of the other ; until} 


the Church it {eli ſhall be plealed to declare, that ſhe 15 cons 
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winced ſhe doth Err, and is guilty of Hereſie and Schiſm 
or both; .of which there can. be nohope, as Jong as her greateſt | 
and moſt fundamental and: yet. moſt dearly beloved Error is, | 
that ſhe cavnot Err at all. And therefore ( by your favour ) 
it will not foflow ( as you ſay it will ) that becauſe you are, 
or have been ſubje&.to that Church ; and no ſuperior Au- 
thority to. hers ke yet declared. her to be Schiſmatical or Hereti- 
cal, you may. conſcientiouſly. remain in. her Communion, tho! 
you are perſuaded there are ſome ( you might have ſaid many 
grievous Error taught in it; ( whereunto you ſhould have 
added _) and enjoyned to be belived and pratliſed by it : and 
then 1 am ſure it will not follow, that you may. conſcienti- 
ouſly. remain in it.. For no man can conſcientiouſly continue 
in a Communion , which neceſſitatcs him to Sz ; which muſt 
be the caſe of all thoſe that continue in the Communion of 
tbe preſent Church of Rome, being ſo perſwaded as you are : 
for they. muſt profeſs the belief of all that they think to be 
falſe, ae they muſt do thoſe things they are perſwaded are 
uulawful to be done; that is, both their profeſſzon and praGiſe 
muſt (in many things at. leaſt ). be againſt the dictates. of 
their own. Conſcience: and haw any man can conſcientiouſly 
do. one or. the other (though for never ſo little a while )I con- 
fels I ſee not. | 


* 
But though I can ſee no, way, how you can. continue. in 
the Church of Rome conſcientiouſly , . and without Sinning 3 
yet I do ſee a way, how you may conſcientiouſly, and with- 
out Sinning. come out of the Church of Roxe.: yea though 
you were by birth and breeding never fo much ſubje& to 
her. and co nfequently , the only ſcruple that you pretend 
to. 


. 
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Aa 


to will ceaſe to be a Remora or delay to your converſion and 
yonr avowing of it : And this is a way of your own pro- 
poſing : for in your ſecond Letter to Ferns, you tell us of 
two ways, whereby a man may extricate himſelf out of ſuch 
a Labyrinth as you now ſeem to be in. The one you call 
_ wia juris, and that is by Appeal to the higheſt Eeclefraftical 
power or Authority here on Earth, which you ( notwith- 
ſtanding the contrary Decree in the late Lateran Council ) 
take to be the Repreſentative body of the Catholick, Church , 
in a truly Oecumenical Synod. And this way T think you 
mean by the due courſe you would have taken by thoſe, 
that are Inferiors againſt their Swperiors; at leaſt againſt 
{ſuch Swperiors, as can have no other Superior Authority a- 

bove- them, but that only. | 
- But what if there be not, nor cannot be any ſuch ſuprean: 
Fudicatory to appeal to (as you your ſelf think there cannot 
be for the future) ſhall the Conſciences of Inferiors be 'al- 
ways enſlaved to the will of their Swperiors tobelieve or notto 
believe, to do or not to do, what their Swperiors will have 
them, tho' they never fo much endanger the lofs of their own 
Souls by it? No, ſay you ; for where there cannot be viz 
Turis ., there may be via fati &+ rationis ; that 1s, where 
there cannot be an Appeal to the repreſentative, there may be 
an Appeal to the diffuſpzve body of the Church by Apologies 
or Declarations of the Motives, or Reaſons, why without 
peril of our Souls we can ſtay no longer in {ach or ſuch a 
Church, or in ſach or ſuch a Communion. And this way of 
Appcal (you make it appear by many Inſtances) was made 
uſe of by many Holy men, in the firſt and beſt Ages; and 
that not only by appealing from particular Churches, as from 
H 2 the 
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the Church of Rome it ſelf, but from Patriarchal , « yea from 
Oecumenical Councils themſelves ; (whereunto it cannot be de- 
nyed, but that the Appellants were Subjects.) And yet, you 
ſay, that thoſe particular Holy men, you name, did appeal e- 
ven from Oecumenical Conncilsthemielves; and that-fometimes:- 
v4 facti + rationisonly ; that 1s, by repreſenting theix.Grei-- 
vances or cauſes of complaint tothe dziffuſrve body of the 
Ghurch, by their Letters to other Bzſhops, giving atull account 
of themiclves,and of the hope that was 1n then; and appealing 

to the judgment of all: men whiatſoever,able to underſtand the 
merits of their cauſe; and did- thereby (lay you.) not only 
ſatisfie their own Conſciznces-(which 1s very remarkable as to 
your preſent Caſe) but undeceive other Churches alſo. And by 
this way )I mean the wa faGti 9 rationis that 1s by appealing 
in Print to all the Chriſtian World (lay you) hath the Church- 
of England yaſtified her ſelf for her ſeparation irom the Church - 
of Rome... And this way may every private Chriſtian as well as 
any particular Church, make uſe of, upon the like occafion; 
whether he be Subje&to the Authority heappeals from,or not ; 
a8appears by ſome of your own Inſtances in the place before 
quoted. To conclude, this way andno other hath Dr. Sa/l your 
Countryman and Fellow ſubject to the Church of Rome taken, 
to juſtifie his quitting of it, and is-not blamed at all but ra-- 
ther juſtified by you for {o doing. = 


Why therefore donot you follow his Example, orrather 
why donot. you follow the Examples of thoſe Worthies, and 
Heroes of the Primitive Church, whom you often fo commend 
| forhaving made uſe of this way,that Dr. Sall hath made uſe of? ' 
And that nor only by appealing from particular Churches to. 

the 
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the Catholick Church repenſantativee, bur even from the Cathalick, 
repreſentative ( whereunto They and all others were more ſ#b- 


je, than They or any others.could-be to any particular Church 


whatſoever) tothe Catholick, Church diffuſive ® You have done 
ſo: your ſelf already in one Point. gi fo very great moment 
and conſequence to that Church, and to that Intereſt of hers, 
wherein ſhe is ſo much PROS that ſhe would ſooner ave 
forgiven ) you, if you had declared your felt an Arrian, er Soci- 
Nian.or denyed Tranſub ſtantiation 1 it ſelf or any {| veculative Tenet 
of hers whatſoever; as youmay perceive by the Excommunica- 
tzon,the Generatof your Orderhaththundred our againſt you for 
It. One would think therefore it ſhould be no hard matter to per- - 
ſuade you to come out ofa C burch, that hath thruſt you outal-- 
ready. 
But you will ſay, you hold ho Excommunication to be null, 
as being Clawveerrante; and that you are ſtill as much of thc 
Church, as you were before you were Excommunicated. I be-- 


| teveit; for being per{waded, as you were, when you writ that, - 


tor W hiek yOu Were Excommiunicated, you didthen ceaſe tobe a. 
member: of rhat Church : but tor all that you may ftill be, you 
will ſay, a member of the Church Catholick, You may indeed 
be {o; and ſo you may be by} joining: in Communion with the | 
Church of England, though you quit, or arethruſt outof the | 
Church of Rome. But whether you can'be truly 1 in Communion” 
with the Church C atholick, whilſt youremain in Communion with - 
ſuch a particular Church,asenjoyns you to believe ſuch things, as 
youthink to be falſe; and to doſuch things as you think tobe 
fiaful ; or whether you can be truly in Communion with the 
Church Catholick , when you arenot in Communion with any 
particular Church atall; eſpecially, when there 1s a particular © 
Churdh 
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Church,you your ſelt confeſs you may ſafely join with,and whoſe 
Arms are open to receive you ; You were beſt to confider. 

And:truly it whatl have ſaid, and Thope proved, by what 
T have produced out of your own Papers, be enough, as I 
hope it 15, toconvince you of the truth of my firft Aſſertion 
C viz. _ That being perſuaded as you are, you cannot with a good 
 ronſcience continue in the Communion of the preſent Church of 
Rome ; I hope there 1s need of little nor indeed of any thing 
more to be ſaid, to convince you of the truth of my Second 
Aſſertion alſo (viz. ) That having quitted the Communion of 
the Church of Rome, becauſe you are perſuaded as you are, you 
are for the very ſelf ſame reaſon obliged both in conſcience, and 
in prudence alſo to joyn in Communion with the Church of 
'*England. | 
And firſt you are obliged in Conſcience to joyn in Commu- 
7708 with the Church of England, rather than with any other 
of the Proteſtant or Reformed Churches : becauſe, tho'I will 
not deny but thoſe that are born and bred in any of thoſe . 
other Churches may conſcientiouſly continue in Communion 
with them ; yet for one that is at liberty to joyn in Com- 
munion with which he will of them; ſuch a one no doubt 
1s bound 1n conſcience to joyn in Communion with that Church 
rather than any of the reſt, which is, and which he thinks to 
be, the beſt Reformed of them. Now that the Church of 
England is the beſt Reformed Church, no indifferent or im- 
partial Judge can deny, that conſiders either the Manner of 
its being Reformed, or its Reformation it ſelf. 
And firſt tor 1ts Manner of being Reformed, it was, as the 
Temple of Hiernſalem was built, without the noiſe of Axes 
and Hammers ; it was not by Popular Tumults or Rebellons 
agzainſt 
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againſt the Civil Magiſtrate, as all, or moſt of other Prote-- 
ſtant Churches were Reformed 3 but by the Royal Authority, 
aſſiſted with the Advice and Conſent of the Repreſentative 
Body of the Clergy in Convocation, and of the Repreſentative 
Body of the reſt of the People in Parliament. 

And 2dly. for the Reformation it ſelf; it was not by taking 
any thing away that was neceſſary or profitable, either as to - 
Doftrine or Worſhip, but by cutting off that which was falſe 
and Juperfluous 1 in the oze, or by purging out that which was 
noxious and ſuperſtitions(I might ſay idolatrous allo) intheother; 
ſtill preſerving the Apoſtolical Diſcipline, as well as the Apo- - 
ſtolical Dofrme'; T mean the Epiſcopal Government of the 
Church, which all Calviniſt Churches want, and. much the 
major part of the Lutheran Churches allo : and thoſe thathave 
tt, haveit but omine tenus only. So that in regard: both. of : 
Doftrine and of Diſcipline; and of Government too, the Church - 
of Englind ſeems to be the only Apoſtolical Church now extant 
in the World ; and therefore the Communion with it, is in e67+ + 
ſcience to be made choice of before any other by him that-1s at 
liberty to chuſe tor himſelf, as ſuppoſe you to be; but to'one - 
ſowell perſuaded of the Church of England, as you ( by what 
T have quoted out of your own Papers ){cem to be, none of : 
this need to have been ſaid, to prove,- that upon quitting the - 
Church of Rome; you are obliged to come over to the Church 
of: England, rather. than to any other: Proteſtant. Reformed : 
Church in point of Conſcience. 

As likewiſe in point of Prudenceallo; I mean in ———_ to the 
Prote&ion of your Perſon, which can hardly be {ate any where © 
beyond Sea; and in order to a Proviſion for your future Subs -- 
fiſtence alſo ; which FE will undertake ſhall not be wanting to-- 
k 5. - It: 
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| Tt remams therefore, that being obliged to quit the Communion of the 
Church of - Rowe, and to joyn in-Communzon with the Church of England, 
you are obliged alſo not to defer the quitting of the ove, and joyning with 
the other,but ſpeedily and publickly. to declare you do ſo;whnch was my third 
and laſt 4ſcertion, which I think will need no farther proof than what] 
have faid already. For if you cannot continue in the Communien with the 
Church of. Rome, without continuing ſinning againſt your Conſcience, in 
you muſt needs be obliged to quit it, and quit it prefently. And if you 
are to be of ſome particalar Church or other,to make you a Member of the 
Church Catholick, and according, to your perlwaſton you cannot ſo conſci- 
entiouſly joyn with any other as with the Church of England, then cer- 
tainly you are to quit the ove and joyn with the other, without any farther 
delay or procraſtination ; yea, and to declare you do ſo by the va fat 
Y& Ratzons (as you call it ) that is, by giving an account to the-whole 
Chriſtian World, by ſome publick Declaration, of the Motives or-Reaſons 
perſwading you to do ſo, as Dr. Sa hath done, and as, you fay, many of 

the Primztive Fathers and Saints did upon the like occaſion. _- + 
Remember what you ſay to the Bp. Ferns concerning Dr. Sa//'s quitting 
- the Roman for the Engliſh Communion : namely, that they were the tor- 
tures of thoſe /tus and Laxzatus of his Conſcience that made him do it, as 
he himſelf {you ſay) told you, and which (as you fay likewile in the fame 
place) muſt at long running be the unhappy-conquelt ofall that continue 
Rebels againſt the Light : But eſpecially remember what you ſay in that very 
next Page of the ſame Letter (viz. ) If our unfortunate checking kere the 
Light cf our Conſcience within us, ſhould deprive us of ſeeing the Light of 
Lights, and ſupereſſential Fountain of all Lights, what ſhall become of us - 
Lafily, That no fear of Worldly Reproach:may hinder-or retard the 
Declaration we expe&t from. you, remember what you fay in another 
place of your Letter tothe ſame Biſhop, That when you change, or 
declare you thange your - Judgement upon conviction of Confcz- 
ence, ſuch a Change ( lay you to him, and fo ſay I to you) cannot be any 
diſparageraent ; becauſe, Non eſt reputanda - pravaricatio, ſed temeritatis 
emendatio; according, to the Papal Canons as you quote it. And you add in 
theſame-place,that S. Autinno were appear'd moreGlorieus than in his -Re- 
traftations. And thus leaving you to make your own Refletions upon thele 
and the others which I before quoted of your own Sayings, and .beſeeching 
_ Godto give you-Courage and Reſolation'to do, what in Conſcience you ſhall 

be convinced you ought to do; I Reil | TER 

FromPernem Cath Tour very Aﬀettionate Friend 

| November 9. 1676. and Servant in Chriſt Jeſus. 

| GEOR. WINTOVN. 
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